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ISRAEL'S UNRESTRAINED EXPORT OF WEAPONS ENDANGERS OUR FUTURE 
By Avraham Rozenkier 

In an era of galloping inflation, Israeli arms sales are also on the rise. In fact, 
weapons exports are virtually the only export which has constantly grown. 

A recent study conducted at the Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv 
University revealed that Israel's annual arms sales reached $2.5 billion in ]982--more than 
total industrial exports for that year! By any standard this is an outrageous sum for such 
a small country. 

Moreover, if this trend continues arms sales will become an independent factor in 
Israeli diplomacy. According to the university study: "If in the past we first arranged 
diplomatic relations and only afterwards hegan assistance plans, often including arms sales, 
today we s.ell arms first and only afterwards attempt to arrange diplomatic relations." The 
re-establishment of diplomatic relations with Zaire is a prime example of this dangerous pro­
cess. 

It seems, then, that we are facing a situation in which Israel's economic base is 
becoming overly dependent on the sale and export of military wares. And because this is an 
unstable, ever-changing market, its expansion on the one hand, and the lack of governmental 
or parliamentary supervision on the other, endangers our delicate economic balance. 

More troubling, however, are the political and moral consequences of arms sales to 
the highest bidder and often to the darkest dictators. We see, for example, that supplyirg 
Israeli weapons to the Nicaraguan rebels began in the wake of Ariel Sharon's visit to Honduras 
in December 1982, when he was still serving as defense minister. The American Congress had 
refused to accede to the administration's request for additional funds to finance the Nicara­
guan underground, so the Reagan administration pressured Israel into assuming its role as the 
Contras' benefactor. In addition, the involvement of Israeli agents in Guatemala and El 
Salvador contradicts the principles of justice and freedom upon which the State of Israel is 
grounded. 
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Israel-Nicaragua 

GUNBARREL VIEW 
This article on Israel's rela­

tions with Latin America is excerpt­
ed from a pamphlet being published 
by MAPAM's International Relations 
Department, 1

1 America I s Mercenary
War in Nicaragua." 

* * * * 

Israel's support for the Somoza 
regime--by supplying arms and train­
ing mercenaries who fought alongside 
the National Guard--will certainly 

HISTADRUT ... 
.._ co11fi,,ued frb,i Jtf1v/ou.s ?i9e. 
unachievable if the dilemna of 
kibbutz-owned regional factories is 
not solved. The alienation, and 
even open hostility, felt by the 
residents of the development towns 
towards the kibbutzim will not dis­
appear unless there is a basic 
solution for the problem of the 
regional factories. 

Israel Kessar, general secretary 
of the Histadrut, has already im­

proved the situation by pointing to 
the problem and acknowledging its 
importance. Now, the Histadrut, 
together with the kibbutz movements, 
must formulate practical plans for 
solving this difficult dilemna. 

The issue of "regional integra­
tion" is so paramount, that it may 
be said that even if the Histadrut 
takes positive steps in other areas, 
but fails to solve this problem, 
it has achieved nothing. 

Educational and Social Initiatives 

A major weak point of the Hista­
drut is the lack of ideological 
education and the minimal acceptance 
of labor movement goals and values 
by its one-and-a-half-million 
registered members. 

Without depreciating the value of 
educational and ideological activity 
which has been done until now, the 
current situation clearly demands 
much more intensive activity, espec­
ially among new members who recently 
joined the Histadrut and comprise a 

not be registered as a golden moment 
in the history of Israeli-Nicaraguan 
relations. 

Yet Israel continues to support 
Somoza's heirs--the 11Contras11--a 
right-wing force waging a guerrilla 
war in order to depose the Sandinista 
government. 

In the United States, internal 
criticism--particularly within the 
Congress--of the Reagan administra­
tion's aid to the rebels (which 

"generation which did not know 
Joseph." 

The Histadrut Congress must lay 
out goals and priorities, not the 
least of which is establishing 
schools based on the values of the 
labor movement, such as the school 
in Giv'at Gonen in Jerusalem. 

Similarly, it is imperative that 
the Histadrut express its view on 
modern social initiatives and end 
the stagnation of the past decades. 

Young Leadership 

Finally, it is essential that the 
Histadrut hierarchy understand that 
now is the time to dare--in a non­
conformist way--to accelerate the 
emergence of new, young and authen­
tic forces in the Histadrut leader­
ship at all levels, from the local 
Labor Councils to the national level. 

The future fate of the Histadrut 
and the labor movement, its values 
and its ability to lead and direct 
the working class, depends upon the 
appearance and nurturing of a new 
generation of leaders. 

It is crucial that organizational 
concepts be formulated which accel­
erate the rotational process and the 
changing of the guard in the Hista­
drut, so that a talented young 
leadership emerges which will enact 
the necessary social and organiza­
tional changes enabling the Hista­
drut to be relevant to Israeli 
society of the 1990s. 

reached its apex with the mining and 
bombing of Nicaragua's ports) has 
risen. But in Israel, we hear no 
warnings of the dangerous political 
and moral consequences inherent in

selling arms to the darkest dicta­
torships. 

Indeed, the MAPAM Knesset faction 

proposed legislation prohibiting 
arms sales without appropriate 
public supervision and without prior 
approval by the Knesset's Foreign 
Affairs and Security Committee, but 
it fell on deaf ears. 

And on Nov. 19, 1984, MK Haika 
Grossman, chair of the MAPAM Knesset 
faction, introducted a motion in the 
Knesset, stating: "No sale of mili­

tary equipment to a foreign power 
will be carried out if its constitu­
tion, laws or actions systematically 
violate the human rights provisions 
of the U.N. charter." 

In explaining her motion, MK 
Grossman wrote: "Arms sales ... to 
the apartheid regime in South Africa 
or to Latin American nations with 
despotic regimes, such as the tyrants 
in El Salvador, the former Somoza 
regime in Nicaragua, and especially 
the ruling sect in Guatemala ... is 
liable to undermine our national 
status and all our diplomatic rela­
tions on that continent." 

Until now, her efforts have been 
in vain. 

Once, Israel took care to gain 
friends in Latin America by virtue 
of its agricultural assistance and 
development programs; today, her 
friends belong to the Latin American 
despots club, who buy Israeli weapons 
to turn against their own people. 

The dictatorships are not eternal, 
and perhaps the people of the region 
will find it difficult to forget 
Israel's contribution to extending 
the life of the dictatorships and 
prolonging their suffering. 

The ousting of the tyrannical 
Somoza regime in Nicaragua indicates 
the failure of this policy -- that 
the future of our diplomatic rela­
tions with the Third World is viewed 
through the barrel of a gun. 




