
yours, but rather it is your brother Aharon's.' This is the explanation 
of that which is written [Vayikra 9:1]: 'And it came to pass on the 
eighth day'). Amazing, is it not? If the Midrash hadn't intimated it, it 
wouldn't have been possible to say such a thing. 

This also explains the meaning of what Shimon bar Yochai 
taught when describing Hashem's annoyance with Moshe at the 
burning bush (Zevachim 102a): N,;i 1'\P?ll ,'17 N1;-J] J;:JJ ;-J)Jti 'l:17�tt '�� 
'17 ;-J)Jti) FJJ (I [Hashem] said that you are the Kohen [Gadol] and 
that he [Aharon] is the Levi. But now, he is the Kohen and you are 
the Levi). This is also what is behind what the Ba'al Ha-Turim 
writes on Vayikra 9:1: 1061 = 345 ;,1.1m 501Nii' 415'.'.l'?Jill;i D1'::J. ';"1'1 
'!l? ;-Jill?J i?JN .1061 = 170 JD'J 312illin 50lillNi 5801'::J. 20 ;,,;, ''1::J. 
l N?N ill?Jill? 'li':ll N? 7::i';, ;-JJD::J. D'?J' 'l 'Ji::J.iDill ('And it came to pass on 
the eighth day, Moshe called [to Aharon ... ].' This is the same
gematria as, 'And it was the day of Rosh Chodesh Nisan.' Moshe
said, 'Because I resisted for seven days at the [burning] bush;
therefore, I only merited to serve for seven [days]').

Continuing in the Mega/eh Amukot: ill1::J. ;-Jill?J ;-J';-Jill i1::J.ll ::i"N1 
)i;-JN? ;-JJJi'J1 ;-JJ1;-i::i;i 1.'.l?J?J ;inp';>J D'?Jll!l 'l )N'?J1 1'J� ;-JWb il::,Q:} (1 Dill) 
(Now since Moshe was embainssed, [Shemot 3:6] 'And Moshe hid 
his face,' and he refused seven times, the kehunah was taken from 
him and given to Aharon). If we look through the story of the 
revelation at the burning bush, it is easy enough to find six refusals: 
(1) 'Moshe hid his face .. .' (3:6), (2) Moshe said, 'Who am
I...' (3: ll), (3) Moshe said, 'They will say to me, What is His
name? .. .' (3:13), (4) Moshe said, 'But they won't believe
me .. .' ( 4: 1), ( 5) Moshe said, 'I am not an eloquent man .. .' ( 4: 10), ( 6)
Moshe said, 'Send someone else .. .' ( 4: 13). The seventh refusal is not
so clear. It could be that Moshe continued the argument with
Hashem for seven whole days, or perhaps it could be his persistent
refusal even after Hashem gave him miraculous signs such as the
staff turning into a serpent and his hand being stricken with tzara'at.
Either way, we see a connection between seven refusals and seven
days, which correspond with the seven days of the inauguration of
the Mishkan. Very nice. But if you were paying attention, you will
have notice a contradiction.

What contradiction? Earlier, we learned that Aharon's 
embarrassment was a positive character trait. But here, we just 
learned that Moshe's embarrassment was a negative character trait. 
So what's going on? Is embarrassment something good or 
something bad? It depends. 

Let's continue in the Mega/eh Amukot: ::J.iv )i;-JN? ;-Jill?J ill"! 
?;iJ1;-i::i;i 'J?J?J ;,np'?J ill"::J.li?J 'li';-J 'JNill ;,r 11::ill N'?;i ?ill1::i ;iM ;i?J'? .n::irn;i 
i1::J.ll ':l '.'.lN N?1 ;-JJiN mn::i.J 7::i';, ill1::J. ;-JJiN )'Nill ;ir i1::J.ll ?"i mn::i.J 7::i';, ill"! 
;i.:i1;i::i;i 'J?J?J ;,np'?J ;iill1::i;i (This is what Moshe said to Aharon, 'Draw 
near to the mizbeach. Why are you embarrassed? Isn't it because I 
was embarrassed that the kehunah was taken from me?' This is what 
he said, 'For this you were chosen.' That is to say, 'Since you are not 
embarrassed, for this [reason] you were chosen and not I, for 
because of the embarrassment, the kehunah was taken from me). 

If we're reading carefully, we might be even more confused. 
In one place, the Mega/eh Amukot writes that Moshe said that 
Aharon was embarrassed, and then just a few words later he writes 
that Moshe said that Aharon wasn't embarrassed. We understand 
that Moshe was embarrassed, but what about Aharon? Was he or 
was he not embarrassed? 

The answer is that Aharon was not embarrassed like Moshe 
was embarrassed, yet he was embarrassed, albeit in a different way 
altogether. How so? Let's think back to the child who doesn't want 

Prayer to Do Hitbodedut

Master of the World, the All-Capable One - Nothing can thwart 
Your plan! May I merit to pour out my heart like water before You, 
and to do one hour of hitbodedut each day with a whole heart, and 
for the entire hour to yearn and to long for You, like it is written, 
"We lift up our hearts to our hands, to the G-d in Heaven." And for 
the whole hour, I should only yearn and long for You, and that I 
should merit to feel like Am Yisrael when they were in the 
courtyard of the Beit ha-Atikdash on Yom ha-Kippurim, the 
moment they heard the Honorable and Awesome Name explicitly 
coming out of the mouth of the Kohen Gadol, and through this, 
may I merit to know with total emunah that You are Hashem, the 
G-d, like it says, "To you it was shown to know that Hashem is the
G-d. There is nothing else.''

to go up onto the stage and perform in front of everyone because 
he's embarrassed. Another way to understand his emotional 
response is that he's apprehensive or hesitant to go up on stage 
because he senses or knows that the experience would be just too 
overwhelming, too intense, for him to handle. This is Aharon. 
Moshe, on the one hand, directed his embarrassment at himself. He 
hid his face. He was embarrassed at himself. He felt inadequate, 
and he was filled with self-doubt and uncertainty about his 
capabilities in living up to the calling that Hashem wanted of him. 
That's why he argued and argued for seven days. But as we've 
already seen, he wasn't being completely upfront. He was being 
somewhat disingenuous. His spoken words didn't really reveal his 
true inner self. He said one thing, i.e. the reason, but it was really 
just a cover-up for an inadequacy he felt about himself. 
Fundamentally, he was very reluctant to take on the job because he 
didn't trust Hashem's decision to choose him. In short, he feared 
that he wouldn't succeed. He feared that he would fail to live up to 
Hashem's expectations. This insecurity or self-consciousness was 
not a strong point at all. It was a negative character trait that 
Hashem had to contend with for seven days. 

On the other hand, Aharon's embarrassment or hesitancy 
was coming from an entirely different place. He wasn't hesitant, i.e. 
'embarrassed', because he had self-doubts or feelings of inadequacy. 
His hesitancy was rooted in a deep awareness of the enormity of the 
responsibility and commitment that Hashem wanted of him, the 
overwhelming nature of being a Kohen Gadol, the one through 
whom Hashem would entrust with the responsibility to bring 
atonement for the nation. He didn't hesitate because he doubted his 
abilities or because he didn't trust Hashem's decision. Simply, he 
was overwhelmed at the gravity of the situation. For that reason, he 
hesitated. That's the meaning of his 'embarrassment.' And this kind 
of embarrassment is a positive character trait. 

Therefore, if we find ourselves hesitating to accept 
responsibility for something, we need to ask ourselves a simple 
question. Am I hesitating, i.e. am I 'embarrassed', because I am 
filled with self-doubt, or am I hesitating because I am feeling 
overwhelmed by the enormity of the task at hand? Sometimes, it 
may not be so easy to distinguish the one from the other. It may 
take time and some serious self-reflection to get to the truth of the 
matter. This is why hitbodedut exists. It's not for us to give Hashem 
a laundry list of our wants, but rather it's given to us as a tool for 
self-discovery and honest self-reflection. 

Kabbalat Shabbat with spirit and simchah! 

Beit Midrash Nacbal Novea: 28 Nachal Kidron 

From the sidewalk, go through the gate and dovm the stairs on the right. 

Join us for Hanetz Minyan on Shabbat - includes hot kiddush and divrei 
Torah from Rav Doron Stem ofYeshivat Netzach Yisrael (Tel Aviv) 

THE SHOEMAKER WORKSHOP 

Mondays 6:00 pm Israel Time 

To Gain Access Via Zoom: 
WhatsApp: +972-58-404-5012 

Email: thesho!'mak!'n-eport(ii)protonmail.com 
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