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or This Reason You Were Chosen 
Why the Kehunah was Taken from Moshe and Given to Aharon 
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One might have thought that the final day of the Mishkan's chosen? After all, he was already the Kohen Gadol during the week 
inauguration would have been flawless - a day of unparalleled in which the Mishkan was being inaugurated. Why wasn't he 
perfection and joy. But that wasn't the case at all. Not only was allowed to continue in this role after the first seven days? 
Aharon put to the test when Hashem abruptly killed Nadav and It is written in Tehillim 18:26-27: t:1'1:ll;I 1;;p.-m1 i9DJ;,T:1 i'OlTt:lll 
Avihu, but Moshe Rabbeinu was also put to the test by Hashem. In '7JJ;lJ;,T:1 il.i[?rt:Jll) 11:;ii;,n 1:;irt:1ll :o�)JJ'l (With the pious, you should act 
what way? How was Moshe put to the test on that fateful day? in a pious manner, with a straightforward person, you should act in 

After serving in the role of the Kohel ha-Gadol for the seven a straightforward manner, with the pure, you should act in a pure 
days of the inauguration, we read the following ( Vayikra 9: 7): i7tN'l manner, and with the perverse [twisted, crooked], you should act 
il.7:;11 ':17l.7:l ,;):;)) -;ii:;,7in1i:;1 ':1,DNtptI-11!$ :lWl/1 o:;ip�;:i-'7i:; :l"Ji? J'7t)l$-'7!$ ;,ipb wily [twisty, shrewdly]). Midrash Tehillim and Vayikra Rabbah 
;; :l)¥ ilpl'.);;J t:17)/:;i i;)�] t:llJv J'.;!li?-11!$ :lWl/1 t:llJv (And Moshe said to Jl:5 go through each of these four aspects and applies them to 
Aharon, Draw near to the mizbeach and do [the service of] your Moshe's interaction with Hashem at the burning bush. The Mega/eh 
chatat and your olah, and make atonement for you and for the Amukot focuses on the final aspect of that drashah: :lilll:l 7',;,w:, 
nation, and do [the service of] the korban of the nation and make il:lNill :ll7ill:l ?11'1:li1:li,'l7:l 7',;, '111:l'N .11'1:l11:li,'l7'.:l 11:ll7 7',;, ;,":ip;, t']N 11'1:l11:li,'l7'.:l 
atonement for them, as Hashem commanded). On the surface,· this t:1'7;J.1 iV'� N'7 (i t:lill) ;,":ip;,', :lilll:l '7"N :ii17;l-'?l$ ':11:)7t./ll$1 :i:;,7 (� 1111:lill) ,'7 
pasuk seems fairly (When Moshe went 
straightforward; however, crookedly, even Ha-Kadosh, 
Rashi tells us something baruch Hu, acted crookedly 
rather surprising about why with him. When did he 
Moshe had to tell Aharon to [Moshe] behave crookedly? 
approach the mizbeach: :i:;;iip When He said to him [Shemot 
;,ipb i'7 i�t( 111pi7 N"1;] il.ii::.l J'7i:)l$ 3:10], 'And now, come, and I 
JJltI'.;IJ 1:;,7 ?il.ii:i :llJ� ;,�7 (Since will send you to Pharaoh,' 
Aharon was embarrassed and Moshe said to Ha-Kadosh, 
afraid to approach, Moshe baruch Hu [ 4: IO], 'I am not 
said to him, Why are you an eloquent man'). In other 
embarrassed? For this you words, Moshe was being a bit 
were chosen). 

• 
disingenuous. He didn't want 

Let's try to understand. to accept the mission that 
Aharon was embarrassed. And Hashem had chosen for him, 
for that very reason he was and so he did all he could to 
told to step forward? Let's put come up with reasons, i.e. 
this into context. Imagine a excuses, why he wasn't the 
child, embarrassed and right man for the job - even 
terrified to stand before a though Hashem said that he 
large crowd of people to give was the right man for the job. 
a speech or play a musical This was the crookedness 
instrument. Specifically exhibited by Moshe at the 
because he's embarrassed and , . . , . , . burning bush. 
afraid, the people in charge '\:oung Boy Hesitant and Apprehensive About Steppmg Into the Spotlight We know that the 
choose him to get up on stage!? He doesn't want to get on the stage. pasuk in Tehillim says that one is supposed to behave in a wily or 
He's terrified to go up on the stage! So for this reason, we're going crooked manner to someone who behaves crookedly. As a result, 
to tell him (or maybe even compel him) to get up on the stage? what did Hashem do? The Megaleh Amukot explains: ;,":ip;, ,'7 l7i!l1 
Perhaps this makes good sense to some people - which might :iwn ;,J;;,:,:i illl:lilll:l :lilll:l ;,,;, t:l'N1'71:l:i '1:l' 'T '7:i ?1'7 l7i!l '111:l'N .1'!:lJ:i:l 11¥1 
explain why many adults are still terrified to do something in front 7'nN )i:lN'7 Nip 'J'l:lill:l t:11':l ;,":ip;, ,'7 :l'ill:l 1:i:i;, ;,,:,, N1:lill (Ha-Kadosh, 
of large groups of people - but for the rest of us, the dynamics here baruch Hu, paid him back but [in the meantime] tucked it away 
are very difficult to understand. What's going on? under His wings [so to speak]. When did He pay him back [i.e. 

To address this dynamic, the Megaleh Amukot focuses on the when did He settle the score with him]? All seven days of the 
fact that Rashi chose the words JJ7D'.;I� 7:;,7 [for this you were chosen] inauguration when Moshe served in the kehunah, he thought that he 
instead of the words JJ7D'.;IJ ''.;) [because you were chosen]. Moshe would be the [permanent] Kohen [Gadol]. Ha-Kadosh, baruch Hu, 
didn't say to him, 'Why are you embarrassed? Because you were responded to him on the eighth day, 'Call Aharon your brother'). So 
chosen?' (Or perhaps, 'Why are you embarrassed? Because you just as Moshe Rabbeinu wasn't completely straightforward and 
were chosen.') Rather, he asked him, 'Why are you embarrassed? honest with Hashem for the seven days that he was with Him at the 
For this [very reason] you were chosen.' Moshe knew that Aharon burning bush, so too Ha-Kadosh, baruch Hu wasn't completely 
wasn't embarrassed because he was chosen to be the Kohen Gadol. forthright with Moshe for the seven days that he served as Kohen 
Nevertheless, he wanted Aharon to reflect on the reason why Gadol in the Mishkan. He let him think that he would always serve 
Hashem chose him to be the Kohen Gadol. To put it another way, as the Kohen Gadol when, in fact, that wasn't His intent at all. 
Aharon's embarrassment wasn't a result of being chosen. It was the Notice these words from Vayikra Rab bah 11: '7:;i i�t( t170 ''.;!"'] 
very reason for him being chosen. And Moshe's question was ,i'7 i�t( 'll':;lo/:l .N';:i i'?ip ,;:i9�1 ;,7;;� :iJ;p:;i il.i�W'Q :l;v t:1'�1'?1:l0 '1:l; 11l.7:;JW 
intended to get Aharon to reflect upon that reason, or perhaps better 'J'1:lo/V t:Ji':l 'ci;l ::l'J:1'.;li N;:i N7i:) .N';:1 ':l'iJt( ]'7t)� '7tp N?tt N';:i 17W N'7 (R' 
put, upon the positive character trait that he possessed. Accordingly, Chelbo said, All seven days of the inauguration, he [Moshe] served 
we see that embarrassment is a positive character trait. in the Kehunah Gedo/ah, and he was under the impression that it 

Now let's turn the spotlight on Moshe. Why wasn't he was his. But on the seventh day, He [Hashem] said to him, 'It's not 


