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he Kosel Tunnels 
Herodian Street Square 

During the times of the Second Bais Hamikdash, 
the Herodian Street Square promenade ran the 
full length of the Western Wall (Wall Street!), with 
many shops on either side. Here people would buy 
animals and birds for korbanos, and other neces­
sary items. Money changers were also found here. 
On the wall opposite the Kosel are two columns 
that are presumed to be an .entrance to a shop. The 
vault system above was built in the 14th century. 

The well�planned, paved stone flooring beneath 
is from Herodian times. Why one huge paving 
stone was never incorporated into the floor is up 
for conjecture. The street had gutters to carry 
away rainwater. 

Here the bedrock of the Western Wall that rises 
above the Herodian street level has been edged 
and chiseled to look like the building blocks used 
in building the Herodian Western Wall. 

Quarries 

Where did the original stones for the whole Wall 
come from? At first it was believed that Herod 
quarried his stones from Tzedekiah's Cave, north 

Bu� ��en the quarry to the left was
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ans conclude that most of the stones of the 
Western Wall were taken from this area. 
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Cistern 

Throughout the centuries, different aqueducts, 
pools and cisterns were made to divert, channel 
and hold water for the city and the Bais 
Hamikdash. On this tour of the Tunnels, one 
explores three waterways that brought and held 
water for the people, the Bais Hamikdash, and 
their needs. First, there is an ancient Chashmona'i 
water cistern. Next is a Chashmona'i aqueduct 
that brought water to the cistern near and under 
the Temple. 

Chashmona'i Aqueduct 

After the square, one turns left into the ancient 
Chashmona'i aqueduct. 

And finally, we reach the "Struthion Pool," 
which dates back to Herod's time. Continuing 
along the "Tunnel," one approaches the Northwest 
Hill, where the street starts to rise upward. Here, 
at the end of the first Bais Hamikdash, a fortress 
called the "Baris" or "Tower of Chananel" was 
built. This fortress is mentioned in Nechemiah.

The Baris was used as a palace by the 
Chashmona'im. The waterworks underneath the 
fortress were praised in a 3rd century B.C.E. 
source. Underneath the fortress were cisterns 
used by the people in the fortress. 

When Herod enlarged Har Habayis northward, 
he leveled the Baris and actually dug into the 
bedrock, making it level with the rest of the 
Mount. Nothing was left of the Baris except the 
water cisterns underneath, which Herod used. 
Water is, obviously, a priority to enable living in 
any area, and maintaining a consistent water sup­
ply in Yerushalayim has always been challenging. 

Herod kept part .of the cistern as a reservoir for 
rain, but covered up the rest with the street that 
ran parallel with the wall. In order to ensure that 
people wouldn't fall into the cistern, he installed a 

large guardrail. To one's left is the cistern and the 
guardrail, and to the right is the original stairway 
leading down into the cistern. 

The tunnel twists and turns, and at last, covered 
by a large stone arch, leads to a reservoir pool. 

Antonia Fortress 
And the Struthion Pool 

Before the pool that served as a moat for the 
northwestern corner of the Antonia Fortress was 
constructed, the aqueduct ran from the north into 
this area, servicing the city and Har Habayis. On 
expanding the Temple area, Herod blocked off the 
southern side of the aqueduct, and the pool was 
split into two parts. The southern section no 
longer had any function, but the northern section 
continued to bring rainwater into the pool. 

The Bar Kochba revolt ended in defeat in 135 
C.E. The Roman Emperor Hadrian turned the
entire pool area into a marketplace. They covered
the pool by first dividing it into two, with a wall
along its length. They then placed two arches fan�
ning out in opposite directions from this wall. A
square platform which served as a marketpla,ce
was built on top of these arche.s.

In the 19th century, when the �oµndatip;nfor the 
Convent of the Sisters o(�onwas.heirlg cJ,:iig, they 
discovered the ancient po�l and aqueduct. To pre'" 

vent strangers and explorers from entering their 
convent from underground, the nuns had another 
wall built, splitting the pool again, width:..wise, 

Only the northern side of the Struthion Pool can 
be seen, as going into the convent causes halachic 
problems. 

At this point, one will have reached the .end of 
the excavations. 

In September 1996, the exit through a small tun­
nel leading up to the Via Dolorosa was opened, 
thus affording thous.ands of ad<liti9n.al .tourists 
access to the Tunnels. • • • • • 

Days of violence followed, sparked by angry 
Palestinians claiming that this change in the 

On the wall opposite the Kosel are two columns that are 
presumed to be an entrance to a shop. 

Tunnels had involved excavating under the Dome 
of the Rock. Tragically, many people on both sides 
died because of this lie. 

The Tunnels are not located under the Temple 
Mount or any other site Muslims consider theirs. 

As one leaves the dark developing calm of the 
Kosel Tunnels, one exits through the modern 
turnstile - so out of place among the history-laden 
ancient stones. 

At this point, take .a moment to consider the 
miracle of the survival of the Western Wall, the 
place about which Hashem promised that His 
Shechinah will always reside. 
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