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demand. The long and uniformly trimmed hair is called remy hair, which has a big
market in Europe and the LS, where it 1s woven inte wigs. The non-remy hair, broken
and short, has a huge demand in China, which in tusn makes wige and s21lz it in the
American or Afncan markel, espeaially Nigenma. In the domestic market, Tirumala
hair 15 popular in Mumbai for making wigs for film stars.” In 2011, the temple
authorities ook 10 e-auchiomng, courtesy of a spike in demand from traders across the
world. “As many as 49 1raders pamicipated in last year's auction and hid huge amounts
for various cmepories of hair In 201112, the Tirumale temple eamed nearly Rs 200

crore out of its toral revenue of Rs 1.94% erore’, from auctioming human hair
PURCHITH SANGAM

There are 200 Purohits rendering services in Purohit Sangham o anend
Marnages, Sankalpams, Poojas, Upenayanams and Vreathams ete. The Purohiths are
deputed on rotation basis to the Papavinasanam, Akasapangs and Gogarbham Dam
for the convenience of Devotees. They are not regular emplovees, but work under the
control of TTD a5 a result of an agreement entered m the vear 1952 hetween the
Executive Otficer, TTD and the President of Tiramals Theerthavase Pareodkih
Sangam. The receipts of the Purchith Sangam are shared at 75 percent and Sangam

and 25 per cent of Devasthanam”
TONSURING

Another umgue custom of Tirumala is the tonsure ceremony. Pilgnms to
Tirumala usually offer the hair on their head w the Lord as a devononal offenng.
Pergons in need of the assistance of the Lord uswally take @ vow and when they visit
the temple offer their hair o1 the Kalvenakatts - special hall erected for this purpose. A
bath in the Pushkanni follows the tonsure ceremony, the pilgrims then enter the

temple and worship the Lord

1t 15 beligved that hair offenng sstablishes a bond between the man and the
deity to whom o is offered. As one enters Tirumala one would invanably find 2

cluster of cottages and choulinies built for accommodation of the pilgnms. Just

5. The Hindu, (Chennai), 21-09-2011, p. 3
6. TTD Administration Repart, nd, p. 128
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beyond these is the Kalyanakarta. Men, Women and children join the Line to get ther
heads tonsured. A nominal fee 15 collected for the tonsuring and if 15 possihle that the
revenue aspect of this black gold to TTD is commendable. Which gnes for its
philanthropic activities, Comages like ATC have a facility from 6am to fpm wherein
the pilgrims can avoid the seepentine Queues of Kalyanakanta I has appointed
sufficient barpers to attend. About 15000 1o 200000 pilgnme have their heads

tonsured per day. This complex 1s maintained well

Incidemally this custom also has browght in oa couple of Guinness World
Records for this temple as the largest ever-human hait collected via tonsuring of
heads and largest revenue carner by sale of human hate. Mo mention of Tirupati would
be complete without mentioning tonsuring as 8 svmbol of devolion 1o God One can
easily idemtify a family if they have been on 2 pilerimage to Tirupan by their clean
shaven heads. In fact the volume of human hair is so enommous that it s aerually
sorted owt and exported, making India the lergest exporter of human hair in the

world "

LADDU PRASADA SEVA

The new volumary service, “Laddu Prasada Seva” a pat of Snvar Seva
voluntary service being operated by TTD started  from second week of Jaunary 20§53,
Designed on the lmes of the successfully runmirg “Parakamani Seva”, the Laddu
Prasada Seva service commenced from 13 January 2013, With an aim to ssue laddu
tokens to e visiung pilgrms i @ more transparest manner, TTD has mulled this
unigque seva and lounched itz wed page on TTD official wed site on December 28 The
interested prignims hailing from Southern Sutes of India kave 1o register on-line 2lone

i order W Lake pam in this service.
GENERAL FACILITIES

Transport to Tirumala

There are two well jaid motorable Ghat roads The Srét ghat road from Tirupan
to Tirumala was laid on 10-04- 1944 and 1t length is about 19 Kms, with the cost of

7. Tirumala Darshind, TTD, Tirupati, 1986, p.84.
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