Chapter 3

Korban Pesach

Before we learn the halachos of korban pesach, let’s go over some of the preparations. The first step
is to become tahor, and this is why we lain 715 nwo before winn nwas.

Preparation

1. From the seventh day of Nissan, you have to be careful not to become tamei tuma’as meis, if you
want to be tahor on the fourteenth of Nissan so you can enter the Azarah. On the ninth day of Nissan,
you can receive the first haza’ah, and the second haza’ah on the thirteenth of Nissan, and you are
toivel before shkia, and finally you are tahor and can come to the azarah to be makriv your korban
pesach on the fourteenth!

All keilim (couch, tables and chairs, clothing, hats, shoes, keys, cutlery, and don’t forget your tefillin)
as well have to become tahor and be toiveled, and any keli that will come in contact with the korban
pesach, or with a person that will touch the korban, with the intent to be tahor for kodshim

2. Every keli has to be toiveled separately, and you can’t put all the cutlery in one keli and toivel
them. Some hold that if the keli that you're being toivel in is tamei, you can toivel them in one keli, and
some hold only if the outer keli is only made with a wide opening, like a basket, and it's tamei, then
you can put all the cutlery in and toivel everything at once. If not, then you have to toivel each item
separately.

3. All woman who gave birth need to first bring a korban yoledes! (a sheep for an 7%y, and a
bird for a nxvn) before they are tahor for (eating or touching?) kodshim.

4. After you are toivel, you have to make sure not to be meisi’‘ach daas, which means you didn’t
make a conscious decision that you're not watching yourself from tum’ah, rather in your mind you’re
being careful before you touch and sit on a chair, to make sure it’s not tamei. And of course, you have
to be careful not to become tamei from someone that might be tamei.

Finally, we are tahor! We have to be 2»pn» the korban pesach (and 77> n»an) on Erev Pesach, and be
2Mpn an X1 NI, 70 W and Annw *nYw on 21w ov. Let's start with the korban pesach.

Buying The Korban Pesach

The Korban Pesach can be brought from either a sheep or a goat, that is from eight days old until a
year old. The animal does not have to be bought on the tenth day of Nissan, however it needs to be
checked from any blemish four days before it is brought. Some Rishonim3 hold that the checking of
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the animal starts on the tenth of Nissan, and other Rishonim# hold on the eleventh. Some> hold that
every one of the four days, it has to be checked. During those four days, the animal does not go to
graze in the field, as a precaution that it should not get a mum.¢

Who is obligated
1. Everyone who is tahor - men and women - have a 2n to be part of the korban pesach. Kids
under 7187 72 are also allowed to eat the korban pesach.

Derech Rechoka

One that is b’derech rechoka at the time of chatzos, which means he is more than sixteen” mil away
from Yerushalayim, and can not make it to the azarah by foot, at shkia, is exempt from the korban
pesach, and he has to do pesach sheni. There is a machlokes if the korbon was shechted for him does it
work or not8. Even of one can make it to the azarah by using a wagon, it is still considered that he his
b’derech rechoka. If one is within sixteen mil, but he can’t reach the azarah, because the traffic is
bumper to bumper, he must leave the wagon and go by foot,® (Remember, the entire Jewish nation is
on the way to Yerushalayim! Every Yid is on his way to the Beis Hamikdash! It is highly suggested to
come a day or two early).

Milas Zchorov Va’avodov

One can not shecht the korban pesach, if he has a son or an eved that is uncircumcised, or a shifcha
that was not toiveled yet.10 (This may seem that it is not so applicable, however the gemara!! says
that as soon as moshiach will come all the remaining non-Jews will be our slaves. Therefore, if
moshiach comes right before pesach, we have to keep this in mind). If the korban was shechted when
one has a slave that didn’t have milah, the korban is pasul.12

Another issur is to eat the korban if you have a son or an eved that wasn’t circumcised. Therefore if
you buy an eved after the shchita, you have to circumcise in order to eat the korbon.

Limnuyov

The korban pesach has to be 1n% which means you must have a part of the korban that is
designated!3 for you. The shechitah of the korban is only for the designated o°%va. This has to be
decided before the shechitah, afterwards there is no backing out or joining a different group. In order
to join, you have to be able to eat a kezayis.

You can only be monui on one animal.!* [f one wants to remove from one chaburah and join a different
chabura, you can’t leave the korban without anyone monui on it, and if you do so the animal won’t be
fit to use for a korban anymore.
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Chaim Yankel Halevi, Mordche Gimpel, and Heshy joined as one chaburah. Then Moshe Rabeinu,
invites Chaim Yankel, one of his descendants to his seder, and Mordchai Hatzadik invites Mordche
Gimpel, to his seder. Then zaidy Himmelstien invites Heshy, Heshy can not leave the Korban Pesach
without anyone on it, but he can invite Mr. Genuktshoin to join him, and then he can back out from
the first chabura and join zeidy Himmelstien.

Some hold that only if there was already menu’yim and they back out all at once, the korban pesach is
not usable, however one can check a korban and makdish it, for whoever decides to buy it. This
custom is mentioned in the Gemara.1®

Lechatchilah even if you could eat the entire korban yourself, you should have someone join you?s,
and you can have as many people in the chaburah as you want, as long that there is a kezayis per
person. A sick or elderly person that can’t eat a k'zayis, can’t be part of the chaburah.1”

There was a smn» by the Heilige Yidden, that if you were toivel yourself and your clothing and dishes
wmpn nmv Yy with the intention to eat in one chaburah, but then joined another chaburah, to toivel
everything again. This tevillah can be done on 21 o.18

Bringing the Korban Pesach

After the Korban Tomid of the afternoon, starts the shchita of the Korban Pesach. Millions of Yidden
gathered in the azarah! The shechting was devided into three shifts. The shchita is done either by the
owner or his shli’ach!9. During the shchita, the levi'im sang hallel, and some say also that everyone
presentin the azarah also sang hallel.20 The blood is poured on the mizbe’ach, and the skin is stripped,
the fats that go on the mizbe’ach removed, and then the kishkes were cleaned.

Roasting the Korban

The Korban Pesach has to be roasted as a whole?2!. There is a machlokes of the gid hanasheh was
removed before roasting?2. A wooden spit, preferably from a rimon tree, is used to roast the korban.
The spit is thrusted in the mouth, through the entire body of the korban, and the legs (from knee
down) and stomach, and some hold even the liver, is placed outside the animal, either on top, bottom
or the side of the spit.23 The meat is rinsed slightly before roasting, and then roasted with the mouth
facing downwards, and, a piece of wood in the nose, in order to allow all the blood to drain.

Tzli eish
The korban has to be roasted, only through fire, and not through an additional source, therefore the
spit can’t be metal, because metal heats up and it can get roasted because of the metal. For that reason
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one has to be careful when roasting the korban, it should not touch the sides of the oven. If by mistake
it touched the side, the area that touched has to be peeled off.24

If the coals were removed from the oven, even though there is enough heat to roast the korban, it is
not considered a fire. Coals that are aflame is considered fire, but if they are burnt out, it is not
considered fire.25

Nah and burnt

The pesach can only be eaten fully roasted. Nah which means not fully roasted is forbidden to eat.
Some hold that once it reaches ma’achal ben drusa’i, it is considered fully roastedz¢, while others
disagree and hold that it has to be full roasted.2”

If the korban was roasted until it was burnt, but still edible, you can fulfill the mitzva, however there
are those that hold that it is asur I’chatchila.?8

Roasting two korbanos in the same oven
You are not allowed to roast two animals in the same oven, because you might mix up, which animal
belongs to which chabura. even if one is a sheep and one is a goat, it is still forbidden.2?

Shabbos

The roasting of the Pesach can’t be done on Shabbos, therefore if erev pesach falls out on erev
Shabbos, the korban has to be put in the oven before shkia3?, and not removed until it is totally
roasted. If one removed it and then realized the inside is not fully roasted, he can’t return it to the
oven, because that would be cooking on Shabbos. Neither can he eat it, if it is still nah, therefore he
peels of the part that’s nah, and eats the rest.

When erev pesach falls out on Shabbos, you stay in the Beis Hamikdash until after Shabbos, because
you can’t carry the korban home on Shabbos, and only then do you start roasting.

Parts of the korban that is eaten
Every kezayis that can be eaten3! has to be eaten. It is beyond the scope of this work to go through
every part of the animal; however, we can split up the animal in to four categories:

1) parts of the animal that have a din of meat, and one is obligated to eat, and make sure it is not left
over (which includes: the brain, nose, lips, stomach, heart, lungs, spleen, ears etc.).

2) parts that have a din of meat, but one doesn’t have to eat, and is burnt when it becomes nossar,
(womb, eye balls etc.)
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3) parts that are assur midrabanan to eat, and are burnt when they become nossar (shuman hagid,
and other fats).

4) parts that can be thrown away (skin, bones that have no marrow).

Shviras etzem

Itis forbidden to break a bone of the korban pesach. Even a tiny incision32 is considered shviras etzem,
therefore one has to be very careful when cutting the meat, especially since the animal could be only
eight days old, and the bones can be very soft. Veins are not included in this issur.33 Soft bones that
can be cooked and eaten, even if it was from a big ox, such bones are considered meat according to
some Poskim,3* and there is no issur of shviras etzem.

Eating in two places

The Torah says 2ox> 7nx n°23, which means that you have to eat the korban in one place, you can’t eat
the korban in two different places.35 However, one korban can be used for two different n1man. If there
is one chaburah in a room, then the whole room is considered their opn», and they can eat anywhere
in that room36 . If there are two n1man in one room, whether with one korban that was split, or each
with their own korban, they have to make a small nx°n» and they shouldn’t be facing each other37. If
you are eating outdoors38, then you have to eat in one spot 3%.chaburah

Bnei Chaburah splitting up

Once a chaburah has made up to eat together, they are obligated to eat together, and cannot split up,
unless one of the bnei chaburah overeats, or invited someone into the chaburah without consulting
the rest of the bnei chaburah (even if he will be sharing with his friend from his own portion), then
they are allowed to ask him to leave (before he started eating) and make his own chaburah (with the
portion that he got).%0

Taking out meat from the house or chaburah

It is assur to take even part of the korban out of your chaburah, and if you do, it becomes passul. So, if
you are the only chaburah in the house, you can't take it under the doorpost, because that’s
considered out of the room. If you are two mm1an in a room, you can’t take it out of the marked area of
your chaburah.*! If you are not in a house, you can’t remove it from the table.

If two of the =1achaburah take out together two o 13, it is not considered that the meat left the
chaburah, rather that part of the chaburah moved over42, however you can’t eat it outside of the opn
of your original place, because that’s called mmp» °nw, but you could bring it back to the original place
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and continue eating there. The Chazon Ish is poion if you put the korban in a cupboard is it considered
that it left its chaburah and became passul*.

According to Tosafos*, once the korban was split up, and each chaburah took their part, the issur to
take the korban out of the chaburah already goes into effect, even before they start eating.

If you got up while chewing the korban and walked over to another chaburah, you can chew with
your mouth closed, but you can’t swallow until you return to your chaburah#.

Place where the Pesach is eaten

The korban has to be eaten in a place that has o°%w nwrip. According to Tosafos* and Ra’avad? it
can only be eaten on ground level; the second floor or roof doesn’t have kedushah. However, the
Rambam according to some meforshim and theRashba* hold, that you can eat on the second floor#°.

Time to eat the Korban Pesach

The korban pesach can only be eaten at night, and has to be finished by chatzos.50 If there is any meat
left on the table, the meat and all the food on the table must be removed and burnt along with the
meat, on the first day of chol hamoed 5. The meat after chatzos if touched makes your hands tamei,
and you need to wash your hands before touching terumah, and be %>av» your hands before touching
kodshim.52 After the n%°5x 1»1 there’s no problem of taking out the meat from the chaburah.

Chagigas yud daled

In addition to the korban pesach, there is another korban that is brought, provided that Erev Pesach
falls out on a week day, and the korban pesach is brought in a state of taharah, and everyone has only
a small portion of the korban pesach to eat. This Korban is called Chagigas yud daled. Some hold that
this korban is midrabanan, and is brought in order that the pesach should be eaten when is a little
full. Therefore, you eat the chagigah first, and then the pesach. The Rambam?53 holds this chagigah is
min hatorah, but it is optional, and has the din of a Korban Shelamim.

There is another opinion mentioned in the gemarah the opinion of Ben Taima. Ben Teima holds that
the chagigah is min hatorah, and is like a korban pesach, and tosafos>4 paskens like Ben Teima.

There are very many ramifacations to this machlokes. According to the Rambam, that it is a
Shelamim, 1) it can be brought from cows, or a female, 2)it is eaten for two days and a night, 3) it
doesn’t have to be roasted, 4) it doesn’t have to be eaten I'menuyov, 5) there is no issur to break a
bone, 6) there is smicha, tenufa and nesachim, 7) it is questionable when it is shechted>5. as opposed
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to Tosafos 1) it if brought from a male under a year old, 2) it is eaten until chatzos, 3) it has to be
roasted, 4) it has to be I'menuyov, 5) there is a safek if there is an issur to break a bone, 6) it is
questionable if it requires smicha, nesachim and tenufa>¢, 7) it is shechted the same time as the pesach.

71990 02377197 DR X1 RW

1. Q. WOW! wnn like the navi described %xya1r ov 9173 %5, planes from all over the world are
landing back home, the non-Jews are bringing back every Yid (v-n,0 7°vv>). Hashem’s nrow is
shining on us so brightly, there is no need for the sun anymore (v’ ow)! The non-Jews are
doing everything for us (2>-> ow). It came time to be 2p» the korban pesach, all the Arab
countries gave us the millions of sheep needed (7 oaw). I got a sheep and watched it for 4 days,
and on Erev Pesach, which fell out on Shabbos that year, the clouds came and picked me up
and whisked me to the Beis Hamikdash (3pn myw> w7p). | was waiting outside the Beis
Hamikdash at 10:00 am with millions of other Yidden waiting to be part of nnwx1 n>. As we
were waiting, we started to sing nwy nx%o1°3 wn w 12 17w, and [ got so involved, my little
sheep ran off. So I quickly got a hold of another sheep, and finally after 2:30 they were ready
to start the korban pesach. By that time, I already found the first sheep. I'm going to be 2mpn
one of them, what do I do with the other one? (:9% onod 'y)

A. According to w1 and the Rambam you bring it as a o>»%w, and according to Tosafos and
77ax7 you wait until it gets a o1, and you're 7o it and use the money for a onw, (all this is
only if you were w>1pn the korban already).

2. Q. 2w °5 1% 17, finally after close to 2000 years, we get to do the korban pesach! Zeidy
Himmelstein has a big chaburah just from the einiklach ¥171 1y *%2. Cousin Lemel offered to be
m1m1 on the brains just to be part of Zeidy's seder. A whole bunch of tables were set up, for
each of Zeidy’s kids. Heshy started eating his portion of the korban pesach, and then Zeidy
started telling stories of o>»vi 9271 nxo¥> [7% 5 Yxp1], and Heshy wanted to move to Zeidy’s
table to hear better, can Heshy continue eating next to Zeidy, or it's a problem of eating in
two places?

A. It would seem that if they are sitting on different tables because there is not enough room
on one table, then they are part of the same chaburah, and Heshy can move closer to Zeidy.
However, if there is more room on the table, but each family wants to sit on their own table,
that would be considered two chaburos,5” and two nimpn, so you can’t eat there (even if
Heshey and Manny bring two o°n»1> together, so it didn’t become passul by leaving the
chaburah, it’s still considered two nimpn). It seems from Rashi that if the bnei chaburah are
not facing each other, they are considered two chaburos, regardless of the reason they are
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not facing each other. However according to other rishonim, if their intention is not to form
a different chaburah, it's considered one chaburah.58

COMMON QUESTIONS

3. Q. When Mashiach comes all the nvip1x o°w1 who gave birth have to bring a n1%v 127p
per birth, and until then they can’t eat from the korban pesach (or any other korban). If there
isn’t enough time before no» to bring the millions of n121p [don’t forget to include the nwwy
ovawn], is it okay if a woman brings only one n1%1 129 before nos and the rest afterwards?

A. Yes. (17n 75 nn»3)

4. Q. I made a tablecloth noo 7125% and it never became tamei. Can I spread it out on the table
that we're eating the korban pesach on? (271 375 n3an 'v)

A. No. Chazal made a gezeirah that for kodshim, all keilim need tevillah, even if the
keilim never became tamei.

5. Q.77 mMa 1 just had a girl, so I won’t be able to eat from the korban pesach this year, I will
be a o n?1av, can I at least help a little like pour water over the korban pesach to rinse off
the blood before it’s roasted? (:xv 771 'v)

A. According to the Rambam that chullin of al taharas hakodesh is not like kodshim,
not only can she pour, she can even touch the water, because a tevul yom is a sheni
(or a shlishi for kodshim), and chullin that is meant to use for kodshim has a din of
chullin, which doesn’t become tamei from a sheni. According to the 37ax3 that holds
that chullin of al taharas hakodesh is like kodshim, she can still touch the water,
because the water will become a *y*27 and won’t be metamei the meat. According to
the Gra she can pour but not touch the water, and maybe only if the pot is dry
outside, see footnote>°,

6. Q. We are keeping everything tahor wpn n1vnv %y, and a tamei touched the 91n that was
not muchshar to be susceptible to tum’ah, is the "1n tamei?

A. Another one of the chumros that there is by kodshim, is that it's mekabel tum’ah without
hechsher, however this is only by kodshim itself, but not by chullin of al taharas hakodesh,
(3% o).
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7. Q. We were getting ready to eat the korban pesach. I was so taken aback by all the
tremendous o°01 that just happened, and by the sight of millions of Yidden back home, and
the singing of Y1 at the korban, my mind was farnumen. However, my 9-year-old son who
learned xn>wn? xn>%7, and was prepared for Mashiach, knew that in order to eat the korban
pesach, you have to be %avn your hands in a mikveh, with 7> that they should be tahor to
eat kodshim. So, he took me to the mikveh and put my hands in. I had no nm> at all when I
put my hands in, does it help that my son had nm>7? (377 x”p ©>71> xnpoIN : X7 IR 'Y)

A. Yes! As long as someone had nm> even a jpp (above 6 yrs. 1w p7o v”3p ‘o 27 *y), it's
considered that your hands were wmpi naiv %y Yavi. However, by netilas yadayim for
terumah, the one that’s being washed also has to have 7> (573 0 x7311).

8. Q. My hands are, because temei’im, (I held my little 1-year-old nw»’s hands (he was
touched by a yoledes, and never went to the mikveh) by the ninwi in, and it’s time to eat the
korban pesach with the nx» and 219, and I don’t want to run to the mikveh to be %av» my
hands, can I have someone put the korban and the n¥» in my mouth, without me touching it,
or use gloves? (:73 naany)

A. No. Chazal were afraid that you might stick your hands in your mouth to touch the
chullin food (in our case that’s the 1191 ¥, and that by itself is °nm because yadayim
are not metamei chullin), and by mistake you will touch the kodshim in your mouth,
so they made an issur to eat chullin with kodshim if your hands are not tahor. Gloves
is not either an option. (:1p 1)

0, Q. After Benching when it came time for %7, what a scene! 7%»n 717 started the %7 in
such a sweet voice, and the whole Klal Yisroel joined. The singing broke all the nix>n» in onw
(' o’nobp), and everyone heard a %p na saying 29y 721p *5 790 nx 2wnwn (x%,270 v7wiaw)! [ took my
little 7wn» in one hand, and was holding Zeidy Himmelstein’s hand with my other hand, and
Zeidy was holding Mr. Genuktshoin’s hand, and we were dancing with %»3 737! Then I
remembered that my hands are tamei, because I touched nwn’s hand, what’s with Zeidy and
Mr. Genuktshoin’s hands? (73 n»an 'v)

A. Zeidy’s hand is tamei, but not Mr. Genuktshoin.



