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are all inside, involved in the Hakafos and relishing 
every moment.

But it was much more than just warmth and ca-
maraderie. As outlined in the words of Rashi above, 
he was blessed with a persona that connected with 
virtually every type of Yid from every age group, ev-
ery stratum, and every type of background. His own 
mesorah from his yichus of chassidishe rabbonim and 
admorim was fused with the shimush he received from 
his revered rabbeim, including Rav Moshe Shapiro, 
Rav Simcha Schustal, Rav Shaul Brus, and ybl”c Rav 
Meir Hershkowitz and  Rav Chaim Ozer Gorelick.

His uplifting nusach hatefillah of the Yomim No-
raim, which pierced the Heavens, was a mosaic that 
encompassed the many different influences that were 
melded into his neshomah. It seemed almost as if it 
was geared to be me’orer all the different hearts that 
comprised his kehillah. Included in this nusach was 
the famous Adir Adireinu of the Chevron Yeshiva, ex-
actly as he heard it from his rebbi, Rav Moshe Shap-
iro, in Stamford Yeshiva.

Ne’ilah was the climax of his assiduous avodas 
hayom, as you were swept up by the sense of yearning 
to connect through the wide open Shaarei Shomayim. 

Charged with the mission of shliach tzibbur for his 
flock, Rav Gruber would pause for several long mo-
ments by the words “ufokdeinu vo livrocha” in Yaaleh 
Veyavo, mentally reviewing in his mind the individual 
names of those in the kehillah who were in need of 
yeshuos. 

Also featuring prominently in his nusach hatefillah 
were the sweet inflections of the legendary Bostoner 
nusach. The rebbetzin is a daughter of Rav Yaakov 
Thumim and a granddaughter of the first Bostoner 
Rebbe, and this was emblematic of her significant 
partnership in building the kehillah and in virtually ev-
ery facet of her husband’s lifelong avodas hakodesh.

Over the past thirty years, the shul went from being 
a basement, neighborhood minyan to a full-fledged ke-

hillah. But the homey warmth that was an extension of 
Rav Leibe’s own pulsating, Yiddishe hartz remained 
the defining hallmark of the shul.

As a transitional neighborhood with many base-
ment apartments, hundreds of families who were part 
of the shul ultimately moved on over the years. But 
for most of them, Zichron Yoel remained “home” and 
Rav Gruber remained “the Ruv.” On their frequent 
visits to the shul, one could observe Rav Gruber greet-
ing them warmly, making them feel that they were 
still one of the most important people in his life. It’s 
no wonder that former mispallelim would walk miles 
to hear a rousing Shabbos Shuvah or Shabbos Hag-
adol drasha. His trademark drashos were a brilliant 
tapestry of yeshivishe lomdus, rabbonishe drush, fiery 
mussar, and inspiring aggadah, always with a power-
ful takeaway message.

In the thirty years since the bais medrash was es-
tablished, there has never been even a trace or a hint 
of machlokes – ever! This is not something that just 
happens by itself. It is the result of meticulous hands-
on efforts by the mara d’asra to create a ruach that 
abhors even the slightest hint of envy or resentment. 
More importantly, it is a credit to a rov whose very 
essence served as a role model for the virtue of flee-
ing from honor or recognition like one runs from a 
burning fire. Yet, at the same time, he would invest 
tremendous effort and focus to ensure that every baal 
simcha or yahrtzeit received their “requisite” aliyos 
and kibbudim, meriting special siyata diShmaya that 
it somehow “always worked out.”

In the very same posuk where Hashem instructs 
Moshe to anoint Yehoshua, Rashi brings two seeming-
ly paradoxical comments from Chazal. At first, Rashi 
states that Hashem says to tell Yehoshua, “Ashre-
cha! How fortunate you are to lead the children of 
Hakadosh Boruch Hu.” Then, in the very next posuk, 
Rashi says to tell him, “Dah lecha – you must know 
that, tarchanim heim – they are a tiresome people, 
sarvanim heim – they are an insubordinate people.”

How do we reconcile these two contradictory de-
scriptions of Klal Yisroel, said almost in one single 
breath? 

Perhaps the answer is that for a manhig to succeed, 
he must have a keen understanding of the foibles of 
human nature. At the same time, in order to succeed, 
he must put all that knowledge aside, focusing only on 
the distinct privilege of being tasked with serving the 
children of Hashem Yisborach. And perhaps, this was 
the secret to the success of Rav Leibe Gruber and his 
unique capacity to infuse domestic harmony into so 
many diverse homes with myriad challenges. It was 
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