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Mcgilat Bne Chashmonai

First Candle Lighting

1. And it was in the days of Antiuchas', King of the Greek,
Empire. He was a mighty and powerful kKing who had a
strong rulership; all the Rings heeded him. 2. He conquered
many states, imprisoned mighty Rings, burned their castles,
burned their temples and tied up their mightiest of men
with ropes. 3. He built a large city on the seacoast to serve
as his royal residence, and called it "Antuchya’ after his
own name®. 4. Opposite it, his viceroy’ — Bagras, also built
himself a city and called it "City of Bagras" and such are
their names to this day.* 5. Since the days of Alexander the
Macedonian [Alexander the Great] there had never been a Ring

as strong as him beyond the Euphrates’.
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1 “Antiuchas”; This is how the name is pronunciated in the ancient books, unlike ‘Antiochus’ which is

widely spread these days.

2'This was the practice of Kings, to build cities and name them after themselves. (m >1nn)

3 The Viceroy |or; second in command] is a great general who takes the place of the King if he dies

leaving no son fitting to be king. (m>nn)

4 Just as the Megillah testifies, to this day, on the journey between ININ to N?2IVIN there is a desolate &

destroyed city called ©>N2! v >79 nxnan-19 7o)

5 Once Alexander died and his empire was torn into four, Greece was weak. But now Antiuchas elevated

Greece back to a similar strength as in those days of Alexander the Great.
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6. In the twenty-third year of his reign, the two hundred

and thirteenth year after the Temple had been rebuilt, he

directed his face to march on Jerusalem®.

7. He said to his officers: "You are aware that the Jews that
are in our midst neither serve our gods nor observe our laws!
they abandon the Ring's laws to practice their own. 8. They

hope moreover for the day when the Rings and dominions
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shall fall, saying: “When will our own King’ reign over us,
so that we will rule the sea and the land, and the entire
world will be handed over to us.™ It is indeed a disgrace for
the royal government to let them remain on the face of the
earth. 9. Come now, let us abolish the covenant made with
them: Shabbat, Chodesh and Brit Milah."

10. The proposal pleased his officers and all his armies.

6 According to this, the decrees and wars of the Greeks started in the 213™ year of the 24 Beit
HaMikdash, which was the last year of the Greek Empire and therefore this whole story took place in the
duration of one year! In the 214t year of the 27d Beit HaMikdash, the Chashmonayim already took
control and continued for 206 years until the Beit HaMikdash was destroyed. (m»amm) However others
write (using other sources) that the story was for a duration of a few years. According to the Rambam (in
his ‘Igerret Teman’), the Jews suffered the decrees of the Greeks for 52 years!!

7'The Moshiach.

8 Rav Yechezkel Sarna 5783 in his notes on this Megillah writes that this claim that ‘the Jews want to rule
over the entire world’ is the eternal claim that our enemies amongst the other nations have against the
Jewish people. He explains that this is because there is a prophetic knowledge deep in their hearts that
this in fact will happen! The Jewish people wi// be the rulers of the world, with our King — the Moshiach —
leading us. This is why our enemies despise and hate us with a passion! And so we see that even though
Antiuchas “conguered many conntries...”, however he only “..imprisoned mighty kings, burned their castles, burned
their temples and tied up their mightiest of men with ropes” | Never did he decide to wipe them off the map of the
world! But when he came to conquer Israel, only then did he say U is indeed a disgrace for the royal government
to let them remain on the face of the earth”!!

And even though they claim that they are doing this because ‘% is a disgrace for the royal government” this is
the way of evil people; to cover up their true intentions [being that they hate us and are threatened by us]
with logic and reason but in truth it’s all lies and words of nothingness.
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Second Candle Lighting

11. Immediately Ring Antiuchas dispatched Nikanor -
his viceroy® - with a large army and multitude of people
who came to the city of Jerusalem. 12. He massacred
many people and set up an idol in the Beit HaMikdash.
In the place where the G-d of Israel had said to his
faithful prophets: "There will I establish my residence
Sforever.” 13. At that same time, they slaughtered a

swine [pig] and brought its blood into the holy court.

14. When Yochanan ben Matityah heard of this, he
was very much pained and was filled with rage and
fury, and his face changed color'®. He thought deeply as
to what he can do regarding this. 15. He then made
himself a dagger, two pinkie’s long and one pinKie
wide, and concealed it under his clothes.

16. He came to Jerusalem and stood at the royal gate,
calling to the gate-Reepers and guards: "I am Yochanan
son of Matityah Cohen of the Jews, I have come to
appear before Nicanor." 17. The guards informed
Nicanor that the high priest of the Jews was standing
at the door. "Let him enter!” Nicanor said.

18. Yochanan was brought to Nicanor, who said: "You
are one of the rebels who rebel against the Ring and do

not care for the welfare of his government!"
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? Even though Nikanor was also called viceroy, Bagras was higher than him. This was the way of the

Kings to make generals and viceroys, one greater than the next. When they would go out to wat, they

send the least important general out first with his armies, if he is successful, they raise him up to greater

levels of importance, but if not, they send the greatest of the generals.

10 «,,.his face changed color”: from anger. Alternatively; the image of G-d that man has, is only when

he is happily doing Hashem’s will and is not pained. However if/when this changes, this image of G-d

also changes to something else. (1nx>/n> Dwa 1wnY yowa xaw)
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19. Yochanan replied: "I have now come before you to IeYS 1% HIND Y AN PR LY
do whatever you demand™!. 20. Nikanor answered; "If ~ BX TBK™ JIP") WI"™ .2 2AN WK 92
you wish to do as I please, take a swine and sacrifice it~ WTOMOY I AP ,OPER TNK WERD [MWYS]
to the idol. You shall wear royal clothes and ride the 10 B 727297 ,M2n wIa5 1eiabry LSeeb
Ring's own horse; you shall be counted among the most ST 99N EMING TN 0%

loved generals of the Ring.

21. When Yochanan heard this, he answered: "My lord, TIANM AN 12NN, YRY 93T TR KD
I am afraid of the Jewish people. If they hear that I N IR TN ORI 1R K OUN TN
have done such a thing, they will stone me. Let VR 52 WYY Y LBUANKE OPT 1 TYY
everyone leave your presence, so as not to inform them." ORTw 335 v e e
22. Immediately Nicanor ordered everybody out. 12957 WN 52 NI PN N .30
23. At that moment'? Yochanan raised his eyes to SN PPN BURYD TP K3 I I L2

heaven and arranged a prayer before the Master of the  »myax "oy oK - EK™ 89900 PN 209
world. He said; "My G-d and G-d of my fathers; OO PRy oITEN

Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. 24. Do not hand me 15 M SpM T3 vmeRe OX K T8t LT
over to this heathen (uncircumcised man); for if he Rills — =paoy prox 137 1733 XS 190 22
me, he will boast in the temple of ‘Dagon™ that “my a3y MEN

god has handed him over to me 4.

11 «T have now come before you to do whatever you demand'": There is a halacha (»yo vp o ny7 mv ynw
1) that it is forbidden for a person to claim to be a gentile even if it is in order to save his life. This is
because by saying such a thing, he is agreeing to their religion and is denying Hashem. That is the
Halacha. Of course the person is just saying these words exteriotly to save his life and has no intention of
really being like a gentile etc, but even so, the halacha is that it is still forbidden! How then was Yochanan
able to say what he did?! True it was all part of his plan and he definitely had no real intention to fulfill
anything Nikanor said, but even so, it seems from his words that he is ready to leave the Torah and do all
that Nikanor requests, including offering a pig to their G-ds!! (@»n> navnn). Rabbi Tzvi Kushelevsky shlita
answers that for the purpose of saving the Jewish nation from destruction, it was permitted to transgress
what seemed to be Avodah Zara.

12 Whilst the soldiers and guards where leaving eansn.> 37n15 — w0 mv)

13 “The temple of ‘Dagon”: This is the name of their Avodah Zara. Our sages teach us that it was an
image of a fish. (m»1mm)

14 “My god has handed him over to me”: In other words; “”’I am not asking this from you for my own
merit, but rather so that there should not be a Chilul Hashem! For the gentiles will mistakenly think that it

was their idols that caused their success and not that You Hashem handed us over to them.” (—wnb yow
YANYTY XND)
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25. At that moment, he advanced three steps toward
Nicanor, thrust the dagger into his heart, and slung
him as a corpse into the court of the Temple. 26.
Yochanan further prayed to the G-d of the heavens and
said; My G-d, do not count it a sin that I Rilled this
heathen in the Beit HaMikdash's; pass all the gentiles

who came to misdirect the Jews!” in Jerusalem.

27. On that day Yochanan set out and fought the
enemy, he Rilled multitudes of them. Those who
managed to escape fled by ship back to King
Antiuchas. 28. The number of those who were slain on
that day were seventy two thousand seven hundred, for
they were Killing each other. 29. Upon returning, he
built a Menorah and called it “Makbe’®”, Destroyer of

Tyrants.
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15 “T'hree steps”: That the merit of the three Fathers mentioned in his prayer should be activated on his

behalf. Alternatively; in the merit of the three steps one takes at the end of the Amidah. @ >mnn)
16 «“In the Beit HaMikdash”: Thereby causing an impurity to be in the Beit HaMikdash

17 “Who came to misdirect the Jews”: to worship foreign g-ds. [Avodah Zara| eansn.>¥7n75 —mny wv)

18 “Makbe” This is the source of the name ‘Macabee’ that we are familiar with. Some say it is from the

word “NAPn Makeber” which means Hammer pansa>y’mo —mny wv) bringing out that in the war,

Yochanan would smash like a hammet. (@35 navnn)
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Third Candle Lighting

30. When Ring Antiuchas heard that his governor
Nicanor had been slain, he was greatly distressed. He
sent for Bagras" the wicked one, misdirector of his
people?.

31. Antiuchas told him: Do you not Rnow, have you not
heard, what the Israelites did to me? They Rilled my
armies and ransacked my camps and my generals’'!

32. Can you now be sure of your own wealth? Or of your
homes that belong to you?*> Come now, let us rise up
against and attack them and abolish the covenant made

with them: Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh and Brit Milah."

33. Then, Bagras the wicked and all his armies invaded
Jerusalem. 34. He Rilled multitudes of people and
instituted ‘the decree of the bride’ as well as Shabbat,
Rosh Chodesh and Brit Milah.

35. So drastic was the Ring's decree that anyone
discovered to have circumcised his son, would be

brought, the man and his wife, and were hung opposite
the child®.
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19 “Bagras”: This is the viceroy that was mentioned at the start of this Megillah. He was greater than
g y g g

Nikanot. m »nn)

20 “Misdirector of his people”: Misdirecting them to serve idols. It seems that he also made himself
into Avodah Zaral This is why he has the added label of “yw9n — the wicked one”, which was not written

by Nikanor. pang1.3’n15 — 109 yv)

2 They ransacked the entire army that came up with Nikanor including the gold and silver which Nikanor

brought to give his soldiets. ()

22 “Or of your homes that belong to you?”: For after such a great victory by the Jews, maybe they will

further contend against us and remove us from our land! Antiuchas said this to scare him and fire him up.

(N0Y9WOINYT > Y1)

2 . . . . .
* We are taught in the Gemara (7y y11mo noon) that there are three things that one is required to give over

his life rather than transgress: murder, illicit relations and idol worship. However if one is told to

[7]



36. There was even a woman who gave birth to a son after her SIIPS IR INK 13 TS YN AX LD
husband’s death and had him circumcised when he was eight days 7% 5y Dym e mames nSmm

old2* She climbed up to the top of the wall’s with the child she T 17 T3 WN0ER 0K ™21 1IN

. . . . . I, 00T TS MR YR R
circumcised in her arms. 37. She cried out: "We say to you, wicked PO L

. . . W3 uEn K5y e Snn KD e maN
Bagras; This covenant of our fathers [which you intend to ’

S Nt AN oK e nx Sem
destroy] shall never cease from us nor from our children's
130 DI O W, PINK

children.” She cast her son down to the ground and flung herself
n™2 1 KSY 12 B e OXe

after him so that they died together.?® Many Jews of that period ——

did the same, refusing to renounce the covenant of their fathers.

transgress any of the other mitzvot — including circumcising ones child — or die, he should transgress and
not allow himself to be killed. The Gemara however continues to explain that during a time of
governmental decrees or persecutions [designed to stamp out Torah observance], every mitzvah becomes a
reason to die for! This explains why many Jews — as told in this megillah — and so too throughout our
history in the many persecutions and holocausts we went through, died for things like circumcision,
Shabbat and many other mitzvot, even though they are not the three cardinal sins.
# The obligation of circumcising ones son is upon the father and not the mother. [If the father did not
circumcise him, the obligation falls upon the beit din, and if the beit din do not circumcise him, so then it
is up to the child to circumecise himself when he is older (n)] Why then did this mother initially put her
life in danger for a mitzvah she is not even obligated to fulfil?!
This is difficult because even though as we mentioned above that at a time of persecution every single
mitzvah becomes a reason to die for, but here, she isn’t obligated in any way to fulfil this mitzvah so
maybe she should be held liable for putting her life in danget! (197 005 na9nn) (This question doesn’t apply
according to the opinions that a woman is in fact obligated in this mitzvah. It is less of an obligation comparison to
the obligation of the father, however she is in fact obligated to give her life for this. Accordingly this woman acted
according to the letter of the law. Especially in this specific case where the father had died, which meant that even
though her obligation is less than that of the father but now her obligation is activated more than ever.)
The answer however is that true she is not obligated in this mitzvah, however she did so from the great
desire she had to sanctifty Hashem’s Great Name — that is, to make a Kiddush Hashem in public. And
even though this seems difficult from the question above as how she was allowed to die for a mitzvah she
is not even obligated to fulfil, we can answer that the Gemara there continues to explain that at a time of
governmental decrees and persecutions, a Jew must be willing to die for even a minhag! A woman dying
for the mitzvah of circumcision is surely not worse than a man dying for a minhag!
So this story wants to bring out how much self sacrifice the Jewish people had. For even a woman, who is
exempt from circumcising her son (for the mitzvah is upon the father and as was mentioned in verse 30,
he was deceased) did such a thing to sanctifty Hashem’s name in public. Gnn nn o1omp)
25 Opposite the place where Bagras set up his residence. pansga.>y’m9 - nb yov)
% Another question: based on the Gemara above, she is to “allow herself to be killed”, she should have
waited for the Greeks to come and kill her. But as we see, she went to them herself and took her own life!
Isn’t that suicide which is forbiddenr! The commentaries answer that in such a case, she was permitted
to do so and it is not considered suicide. This is in accordance with the halacha in Shulchan Aruch (y»o v
nmovw) that one is permitted to take his own life if he is in the situation similar to King Shaul. King Shaul
was in a position with no way to escape the Pelishtim. Death was inevitable and had they got their hands
on him, they would have surely dealt with him in a cruel and painful way (0.8~ 9x0w pr).

Continuation of footnote on next page...
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Fourth Candle Lighting

38. At that same time, some of the Jews said to one
another: 'Come, let us keep Shabbat in a cave lest we
violate it." But the Jews were betrayed to Bagras! 39.
Bagras then dispatched armed men who came to the
entrance of the cave and said: "You Jews, come out to
us, eat our bread, drink our wine?” and do what we
do!" 40. But the Jews said to one another: "We
remember what we were commanded on Mount Sinai:
Six days you shall labour and on the seventh day you
shall rest." It is better for us to die than to desecrate
Shabbat." 41. When the Jews failed to come out, damp

wood® was brought and set on fire at the entrance of

the cave. About a thousand men and women died there.

7PANS WOR SN 23 1IN Pt imNe .Y
L1300 o AN SO 1, mYna mawen N
MOW IN L5V 1oaa anS DTl N e
YR D DN INTEM DTN DUWIN TR
1RRS? 19K 10N INY O T13 TN
WYY LR ENOTY TR O 1R I
MR BN TAND TN SN 33 TN
TP DM YR T DY e nn

210 NP ISR PUaTR BeEY BoERTR
awn oY AN oM exn mmb s

IR ,ENS WRY KD TOND NANT IEYa LN
AT TERT D DY e anh oy

TIOUNRT OON AOND

The same applies here. This woman — as well as many other Jews who did the same as her (as the

Megillah testifies) during this period of time, are similar to the case of King Shaul in the sense that they

themselves will certainly be hunted down to be killed in a cruel way for circumcising their children just as

the Greeks decreed and were there to enforce! They were therefore allowed to take their own lives.

Especially here, which unlike a time of war as in the episode with King Shaul, it was a time of persecution

which meant that a great Kiddush Hashem was made through them.

One final question: how was she allowed to kill her son!?

The commentaries deal with this question too. There is a difference of opinion in whether one is

permitted to kill his own child at a time of persecution so that the enemy will not turn the child away

from Judaism - killing him spiritually. It is clear from this episode, that the Jews of those times held by the
opinion permitting such a thing. This is especially seen in the next pessukin which state that this was not a
unique episode, but rather “Many Jews qf that period did the same”! In short, this mother was afraid that
after her death, the Greeks would turn the child’s heart away from Torah and Mitzvot. She was afraid
they would kill him spiritually as they succeeded doing with some other unfortunate Jews who weren’t
able to withstand the difficult tests. She rather chose to kill him physically keeping his pure soul untainted.
27 At first, they wanted to try and talk to them, to convince them to be like them and leave the ways of the
Torah . This is why they invited them first to feast for a person is easily persuaded and convinced
through food and drink. The Greeks therefore invited them to “eat our bread and drink our wine”
because if they do, just maybe they will be persuaded and reach the next step of their request which is
“...and do what we do”! @»n> nabnn)

28 “Damp wood”; Which brings out thick smoke thereby choking the people inside the cave. (- wny ww
YANYTY XND)
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[After this, the wicked Bagras decreed that no bride shall
enter to her husband before coming first to the King®! This
Chashmunai had a bride and they were considering to hand
her over to Bagras [as the decree required]. When the bride
saw that they were considering such a thing she let out a
great and bitter cry and tore her garments. She told her
father and brothers; “you are really going to go through
with this?! to hand me over to this wicked gentile?! ... And
why don’t you do what your forefathers did? Get fired up
Just like they got fired up for Dinah their sister’”...do this
and the Creator of the heavens and earth will help you!]

42. After this, the five sons of Matityah, Yochanan and
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his four brothers, set out and waged war against those 3% 31 .32 {BFF BMA3 MIAAOM ,PAN NYIIN

gentiles. 43. They Killed many of them - and the
survivors of them fled to islands of the sea - for they’!
trusted in the G-d of heaven.
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2 Meaning that a bride after the chupa must first have relations with the Greek king or general of that

town before going to her husband!

We find in the Midrash that Betuel [father of Rivkah] also decreed such a thing. This is why when Eliezer
came to take Rivkah as a wife for Yitzchak, Hashem struck Betuel down. The reason they gave for this

‘minhag’ was that in the service of idol worship, by the husband allowing such a thing, he would have

gained atonement for all his sins! pany.>y7m5 -0y yov)

30 Shimon and Levi who killed an entire city for the abduction of their sister.

31 The five sons of Matityahu. ..
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Fifth Candle Lighting

44. Wicked Bagras, together with those who had escaped OX D ,MIND PUTIN DIA3 20NN LD
the sword, boarded a ship and fled to Ring Antiuchas. T2 19722 YUK BUOIN N 19 TITUIN
45. Bagras said; "You the Ring, issued a decree abolishing DITVIRG RN D13 1P TR 3NN
Shabbat, Rosh Chodesh, and Brit Milah from the Jews, ™2 IV 93T A TORn AON een
now there is great rebellion there! And even if you bring oA TR, O I 2w BT
all the nations, all the countries and all the languages, PR BT 52 By s 9y e
they will not be able to overcome the five sons of SPRMR 13 AennS 291 BRIt
Matityah who are stronger than lions, swifter than 257 B0 121 2PN DTINT R B TN
eagles, mightier than bears. 46. O’ King, be pleased to TIRY TPRN Y L2 ey BhIT Y
accept my advice, and do not fight them with these [small] manes srey snon X975 sen
armies, for if you do, you will be disgraced in the sight of MONT MINRD BrRY Bnon BNy IORT

all the Rings. 47. Therefore, send letters to all the countries  Fma% MW 195 1p :mva5%n 52 »p3 wizn

of your Kingdom, calling all the army officers and with ,IIIRIYT W s st M 5%
them all the populations, not one person should remain. AN PR BT R KDY 2epn O BhNy
Also come with armored elephants®?. 48. This pleased King N2 SV I LR Y st B

Antiuchas. He sent letters and called for all the generals AN YD NPT RSHYT DRTUIR YA
of various countries. All the nations arrived along with waSn BW9 BN ,ETRYR O N NTEN

armored elephants. Y

49. Bagras the wicked invaded Jerusalem for the second ,BOUTS K3M,PYIT D33 B NN LR
time. He made thirteen breaches in the Temple wall, IS FRINE MPtD TYY WY NS Y
closed down the city and burnt its stones to dust. 50. TOR TP AN 0N YR 0T LOTRn
He thought to himself: "This time they shall not defeat EYOT N SN 1393 3eRT .2 eps
me; for my army is abundant and my hand is mighty." .37 9T I REY 91 0 0 oo KO

However, the G-d of heaven did not think_so. 5 3R KD ERwn MmN

32 «Armoured elephants”: Upon these gigantic elephants — which were the military tanks of those days —
they built wooden towers big enough to fit 6 — 10 soldiers who would shoot arrows and throw spears
down to the enemy. Seeing as these elephants were armoured and shielded, the sons of Matityahu — had
to get under the elephant and attack it from its stomach until it would fall. Then they were able to ‘take
care’ of the soldiers riding the elephant. pansga.>3”n15 - w0y wv)
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Six Candle Lighting

51. When the five sons of Matityah heard, they went to
‘Mizpeh Gilad, to the place where they had been saved
in the days of Shmuel Hanavi®. 52. They decreed a

fast’* and sat in ashes praying to the G-d of heaven for

mercy.

53. Then a good plan came to their mind, these were
their names: Yehudah, the firstborn; Shimon, the
second; Yochanan, the third; Yonatan, the fourth;
Elazar, the fifth. 54. Before sending them out to war,
their father blessed them saying: "Yehudah my son, may
you be greatly successful, worthy enough to thank you
forit. Like Yehudah the son of Yaakov who is likened
to a lion.
55. And you, Shimon my son, may you be greatly
successful, worthy enough to thank you for it. Like
Shimon the son of Yaakov who slew the men of Shchem
for sinning with their sister Dina®. 56. And you,
Yochanan my son, may you be greatly successful,
worthy enough to thank you for it. Like Avner the son
of Ner’®, general of Israel’s army. 57. And you, Yonatan
my son, may you be greatly successful, worthy enough
to thank you for it. Like Yonatan the son of Shaul who
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13 PYRYD TYYR TN 33 PYRY hNY T
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33 In this place there was a great salvation for Am Israel and became a place where people would gather to

pray. The sons of Matityahu too wanted to follow in their ancestors path so went there to pray for

another salvation. (axs1.» 3”15 —1xnd yw)

34 The fast was decreed upon all Am Israel.

35 “These Greeks defiled many the Jewish women and now wanted to do the same to your sister!!”

36 Avner ben Ner was a great army general in the days of King Shaul. No one was as strong and mighty as

he was. Our Rabbis further tell us that a mighty man may be able to move a 6 X 6 amot wall, however he

would not be able to move even one limb of Avner ben Net. (wnb yawa xamw pny vive)

(12]



defeated the Pelishtim. 58. And you, Elazar my son,

may you be greatly successful, worthy enough to thank, 13 SRIDD TWYR T "33 WYOK nAKY .M

you for it. Like Pinchas the son of Elazar, who was 13 1R D PRoN 255 KIp TN oK

zealous for his G-d and rescued the Jewish nation from TR 2 SN

the fury.”

Seventh Candle Lighting

59. With this’, the five sons of Matityah rose up on
that day and waged war against those nations. They
Killed many and of them. Of them, Yehudah was Killed!
60. At that moment when the sons of Matityah saw
that Yehudah had been Rilled, they returned to their
father. He asked them: "Why have you come back?" 61.
They replied: "Yehudah our brother - who alone
equalled all of us®® - has been Killed!” 62. Matityah
answered and told them: "I will come out with you and
Jjoin you in the battle against these nations lest they
destroy the house of Israel. Be comforted for the loss of
your brother.”

63. That same day Matityahu went out with his sons
and they waged war against those nations. 64. The G-d'
of heaven delivered into their hands all the nations,
they Rilled a multitude of people. All the swordsmen
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MMM, BY NI 812 PARR XY L0
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A B WY BT TONT 28U )
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37 Meaning, in light of these blessings they received from their father, they went out to war. (o m1yp
»17ynmmna) We can now understand what ‘big plan’ they had. For in Passuk 53 it states that they had ‘a
good plan’ but mentions nothing other than immediately speaking about the blessings they received from
their father. This then was the ‘good plan’ — to be blessed by their father.

38 Yehudah was the firstborn. Now apart from being physically mightier, he was also greater spiritually

and in righteousness than all of his brothers. The brothers felt that in his merit, because of his excellence,

they will win the war and this is what they are expressing to their father Matityahu saying, “we don’t know

what to do...Yehudah who alone equalled all of us has been killed!” (axsa.> 3"y — 1mno yov)
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and all the archers, army officers and high officials,
there was not even one survivor left of them. Others
fled to the islands of the sea. In attacking the
elephants, Elazar was engulfed in their dung. 65. His
brothers searched for him among the living and the
dead, and could not find him. Eventually, however,
they did find him engulfed in the dung of the
elephant®.

66. The Jews rejoiced for their enemies were handed
over to them. Some of whom were burned while others,
were hanged on the gallows. The wicked Bagras, the
misdirector of his nation, was burnt in the fire by all of
the house of Israel.

67. When Ring Antiuchas heard that his governor
Bagras and all the army officers with him had been
Killed, he boarded a ship and fled to the coastal cities.
And wherever he would arrive, the people would rebel
against him and call him "the fugitive, the fugitive,” so

he threw himself in the sea®.
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3 It is not clear from the words of the Megillah here whether they found him dead or alive. There are

those who say that he did not die but was rather engulfed to the extent that he was unable to free himself

and had to wait for his brothers to pull him out. Others say however that he did in fact die.

Regardless, we know that Yehudah was killed. This is explicit. But this matter needs explanation for if this

entire war was a miracle, so why did Yehudah have to die! If it was a regular war — within the laws of

nature — okay so it happens... even the greatest warriors could be killed. But this was no ‘normal’ wat.

There must be a higher reason behind his death.

Once possible answer is that a big purpose of this intervention of Hashem in such a miraculous way, was

to notify all mankind of Hashems existence and Oneness. Now because of Yehudah’s greatness, it may
just be that the victory will be attributed to him and G-d will be put to the side. Therefore he was killed
and people with no shadow of doubt understood that this victory was all by the hand of G-d. (- nb yov

YINNID NNTY)

Another possibility to answer this question is based on how Bagras spoke about the Hashmonayim to

Antiyuchas. He told him; Even if you bring all the armies in the wortld...you will not be able to overcome

the five sons of Matityah who are stronger than lions, swifter than eagles, mightier than bears”. With

these words, this evil man placed upon him Ayin Hara, and this is what killed Yehudah during the war.

(M > )

40 The vengeance against Antiuchas — unlike Nikanor and Bagras who were killed by the Jews — was to

suffer this embarrassment. Just imagine it, the mightiest king since Alexander the Great who practically

(14]



Eighth Candle Lighting

68. After this, the Jewish people came to the Beit SOTPIRR M2 ONTYY 33 IS WK LD
HaMikdash, rebuilt the gates and purified the Beit SO 12 UTRRR 1103 1T, BN uan
HaMikdash from the slain and the impurities*!. 69. (W) TP AT PRV IWPET LU0 SRS P
They looked for pure olive oil to light the Menorah, and SR IRIY PR KO, IR oD
found only one bottle which was sealed with the stamp "7 ,S1TAT TSN PSS Mewn R

of the Cohen Gadol from the days of Shmuel HaNavi FPPTND LY ST N W NEIm SN
so they were sure of its purity. 70. Though it was /B0 MY 12 TOR BTONM I3 TR TN B
sufficient only for one day's lighting, it lasted for eight B TR TR YT SRS 1S
days after the G-d who had established His Name there

placed upon it blessing.

71. Hence, the Hashmonaim established the following TIONT B T RIBON I IR 1D DY KXY
establishment and prohibited the following prohibition, :292 SXTY" 331 B1 NOKRT M
them and the entire Jewish nation alike: 72. To notify oM Y MY Sxawr by s oy
the Jewish people to institute these eight days as a time 2Y3IM5F DYTYIAT MRS ,TIADT Y o8
of happiness and honor, like any festival prescribed in X1Z°0 "% Pr1md ens oIS s
the Torah, to light during these days to notify to ™ YIen STROR B oY o ornN
anyone who comes later in time of the salvation that ,2I AT PRY,TEONS PN BNa LAY BTeYn

G-d had given them from the Heavens. 73. Mourning NP Y T PP T UK N O
and fasting are forbidden during these days and any MY 3PS B T KD PN PIsY Nmen
individual who made a vow may execute that vow. 74. 1 m129%% 80 1 K MR AR AEROmY

Nevertheless, the Hashmonai, and his sons and his B3 "33% NaRen s meben 15ar Y
brothers did not prohibit work during these days. From WO I BUTONT 1O 300 T T pae
that time on, the Greek empire was stripped of its I BN

name. 75. The Hashmonai and their descendants

ruled the world, runs from place to place trying to regain control, but he is greeted with mockery and
jokes. Nobody is afraid of him, nobody honors him. He is the laughingstock wherever he goes. This
embarrassment was for him more bitter than death itself. (wn oonyonn 'on anw NN YY)

4 “From the slain”: referring to the body of Nikanor who Yochanan killed in the Holy Courtyard.

“From the impurities”: the swine that they offered on the alter they erected in the Azara — courtyard.
@1y v119)
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accepted Kingship from this period until the
destruction of the Beit HaMikdash - two hundred and  9RT 8271 IR B™ 270 SN 33 12 5P p

six years. 76. And so, the Jews everywhere observe SRR M0 oS 2RI annrea Saa
these days in all their exiles and call them ‘Days of 1Y 902 vTING B BYPY ennn
Happiness’ beginning on the twenty-fifth day in the SYTIRR 23 TON B I RS 89n

month of Kislev. 77. These days shall never cease from ~ 9¥1 89Y w2y ,Br1an 531 8n5m g72mon
them for in the Beit HaMiRdash the Cohanim, the 297 Y B M3 O s
Leviim and the Sages of those times instituted and

established for themselves and on their descendants and

on _future descendants, forever.
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