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Rav Asher Arieli Shlit”a Delivers a Rare, 
Moving Address Regarding the Coronavirus

STATE OF THE ART ‘KOSHER 
PHONE’ VENDING MACHINE 

COMES TO LAKEWOOD

FOR THE LONGEST   EREV  PESACH

Smart Choices presents hundreds of 
hours of inspirational speeches to hear 

from the comfort of your home!
For a full list of speeches, see pages 4-5.

For a list of Coronavirus speeches & other hotline 
numbers, see back page.
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IN-DEPTH COVERAGE OF TODAY'S TECHNOLO GY CHALLENGES & TRIUMPHS

COVID-19 ISSUE

SPECIAL
CORONAVIRUS 

ISSUE

Service provided by 

Purchasing a kosher phone 
has never been so easy!

  A self-service vending machine, fully 
stocked with kosher phones & cell phone 
accessories has been installed in Yeshiva 

area, on Private Way & 7th Street 
(in The Willows apartment building, with the other 

vending machines).  

Very cheap rates!
For more information, call (866) 444-5404

 Rav Asher Arieli 
Shlit”a, the famed 
maggid shiur at 
the Mir Yeshiva 
of Yerushalayim, 
delivered a 
heartfelt call in 

response to the current Coronavirus pandemic. He 
stressed that while each individual must undertake to 
do teshuvah on a personal level, nevertheless, there 
are certain areas where we, as a klal, must focus. 

To hear this speech (Yiddish), call the Smart Choices 
Hotline at 732.400.9003, option 1 – 1 – 45.   
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EDITORS NOTE

As we find ourselves in very challenging times, facing new nisyonos from many directions, Klal Yisroel, as always, is shining in many ways.  The 
gemilus chasadim that organizations and individuals are providing in unique and special ways is truly amazing!  The spread of Torah learning 
via countless teleconferences, featuring thousands of new shiurim and chizuk speeches on timely topics, are helping us strengthen our levels of 
avodas Hashem in teshuva u’maasim tovim.
One of the many areas of improvement where many have taken concrete steps is in the challenges of technology.  Individuals have taken steps, 
each on his own level, thousands have joined public kabbalos in this area, and day by day, Yidden are being mischazeik even as the challenges 
get harder and harder for many reasons.
Before Makkas Bechoros at the time of Yetzias Mitzrayim, Hashem told Bnei Yisroel: (ואתם לא תצאו איש מפתח ביתו עד בקר” )שמות יב:כב”.    No Yid may 
leave the threshold of his home on that night.  We find that Makkas Bechoros is considered not only the last of the ten makkos, but also the 
beginning of the Geula.  Seforim explain (see ‘Ohr Hamoed’) that Hashem set up the whole stage of Makkas Bechoros: All the Yidden staying in 
their homes eating the Korban Pesach and putting the dam Pesach on their doors.  All of this was a way of showing that the Yidden live in their 
sacred homes of kedushah without outside influences, and in that zechus of keeping their homes separate, with kedushas Yisroel, they were zoche 
to the Geula of Yetzias Mitzrayim.
As we stand in Nissan, the month of Geula, just a few days before the Yom Tov of Pesach, accompanying us are the thousands of kabbalos, 
chizukim and upgrades of Klal Yisroel strengthening and upholding the kedusha of our homes.  May we be zoche that this should herald the 
ultimate Geula that we all so longingly await!                                                                                                    חג כשר ושמח!   Smart Choices

 שליט"א עירנו גילוי דעת רבותינו מורינו ראשי הישיבות ופוסקי 

' חרדים לדבר הה בני עמינו הקדושאלפי רבבות אסיפה של וגיה ואף הכריזו עליהם בלונכהנה ידוע שחכמינו עשו תקנות בענין הט

ובכלל סוגי האתרים  (filter).פילטער  בלי(Internet) רנט אינטשימוש בואסרו ע"פ הוראת גדולי הרבנים והפוסקים את ה

(websites) ה האסורים שצריךfilter םלסגור ה Social Networking sites כמו facebook .וכדומה 

או  וכדומה  Facebookע"י לציבור החרדים םיש עסקים שמפרסמים מסחראשר פרצה פרצה שמתרבית והולכת לאחרונה נהנה ו

את פרסם חזור ולע"כ באנו בזאת ל .וכן לא יעשה  ,facebookעל קשר ל רישומים שמוריםשכוללים בפרסומת סימנים או 

אינו של של מפעל  (ad) פרסומת ואפי' (advertisers).מפרסמים והן על ה (business owners)עסק הבעלי הן על  דעתינו

המיועדים לציבור  (newspapers or magazines)אין לפרסם בעתונים או כתבי עת  social networkingבו רמז לשיש יהודי 
  שלנו.

 ולשומעים ינעם ותבוא עליהם ברכת כל טוב מאת ה'

It has come to our attention that a serious breach has occurred in the recently accepted guidelines 
regarding the use of technology. Ads referring customers to social networking sites such as facebook 
and similar sites are being placed in frum publications. We would therefore like to publicize that it is 
not acceptable for a business to refer Jewish customers to a social networking site or employ any logo 
or other reference to social networking sites (e.g. “f” or “like us” etc.). This applies to business owners 
and publishers of newspapers and magazines which are geared to the frum community. 

In the זכות of adherence to תורה guidelines for the use of technology may all be blessed in רוחניות and 
 .גשמיות

Line 1 for rav malkiel 

Line other rosh yeshiva and Mashgiach 

Line 3 four poskim R’ forchimer, R katz, R leiberman, R felder 

Line 4 Rabbi Gissinger, Rabbi MB Klein. R’ Simcha Bunim Cohen Skver Dayan 

 

 מפרסמים עושה מצוה

In response to the call of the Roshei Yeshiva and Rabbonim Shlita. 

All the Lakewood Publications 

are leading other Frum publications in barring references to social networks in all advertisement. 
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sutuuehgk trhuuex ."nus
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rkyue kthfkn whrt

ihakt ojurhktyxua susitnuhb ktrahiunukx wh,,n
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מחמת המצב הקיים אנשים רבים יצטרכו לעבוד מהבית, וזה עשוי להכריח אנשים רבים שמסרו נפשם שלא יהיה להם 
־ יש גם חשש גדול שברגע שא אינטרנט בבית להכניס אותו עכשיו לראשונה. מלבד פסק ההלכה הבסיסי לשעת הדחק,

נשים “יטעמו” את הנוחיות של השימוש באינטרנט בבית, יהיה להם קשה להסיר אותו לאחר שיעבור האונס. ההדרכה 
דלקמן ניתנת בכדי לסייע להקטין את הפרצות שעלולות ח”ו להולד משעת הדחק הנוכחי:

• מעסיקים שיש להם יכולת לקיים את העבודה המחייבת חיבור לאינטרנט מחוץ לבתים, בדאי שיעשו זאת, אם 	
הם יכולים לשאת בהוצאה.

• אנשים שיכולים להשעות את עבודתם ללא קושי כלכלי רציני צריכים לעשות זאת במקום להכניס אינטרנט 	
לבית.

• אנשים, שפרנסתם נמצאת בסיכון אם הם לא עובדים מהבית דרך האינטרנט, רשאים להתקין אינטרנט חיבור 	
בבתיהם תחת התנאים הבאים:

 החיבור לאינטרנט חייב להיות מסונן כראוי עם מסנן “מהדרין”. זוהי חובתו של המעסיק להבטיח 	
שהמכשירים שהוא מספק לעובדיו יהוה מסוננים כראוי. בנוסף, יש לעשות את כל המאמצים להבטיח 
כי מחשבי עבודה אשר ניגשים אליהם מרחוק )Remote Access( יהיו מסוננים באופן המתאים לסביבה 

ביתית.

 בכל מקום אפשרי יש להשתמש ברשימה לבנה )White List(. באופן דומה, יש להעדיף נקודה חמה עם 	
רשימה לבנה )white listed hot spot provided by YeshivaNet( על פני חיבורי אינטרנט לא מוגנים.

 ההיתר להשתמש באינטרנט הוא רק עבור בן הזוג שיש לו את צורך הפרנסה.	

 אין להשתמש בחיבור האינטרנט אלא עבור צורך הפרנסה המסוים שלמענו הוא הוכנס לבית.	

 ראוי ששני בני הזוג יעשו קבלה בפה שכאשר יעבור שעת הדחק הם יוציאו מיד את האינטרנט מהבית 	
שלהם.

 על הורים להבהיר לילדיהם שהאינטרנט לא שייך לבתים שלנו ושיש להם את זה באופן זמני לשימוש 	
מצומצם עבור פרנסה, ושהם יוציאו את זה מביתם ברגע שההכרח יעבור.

• אסור שתהיה שום ירידה בסטנדרטים לגבי ילדים. ילדים לעולם אינם צריכים להשתמש באינטרנט למטרות 	
בילוי, לימודים או אפילו למטרות תורניות )למשל Torah Anytime(. הרחקת ילדים מאינטרנט כוללת אפליקציות 

.)e.g. Zoom( של ועידות וידאו

• במיוחד בתקופת צרה חובה על כל אחד ואחד לעשות חשבון נפש על שימושם בטכנולוגיה . על אנשים לבדוק 	
כל העת מחדש את מנהגיהם ואת אמצעי ההגנה שלהם כדי להבטיח שהם מייצגים את הערכים התורניים הגבוהים 

ביותר.

כשאנחנו נערכים לנקוט צעדים קיצוניים בתחומים רבים בחיינו מחמת מצבנו הנוכחי, חשוב לזכור מה בידינו ומה לא.

הצורך להכניס אינטרנט לבית נובע אולי מנסיבות שאינן בשליטתנו, אבל אמצעי הזהירות שאנחנו נוקטים בהם כדי 
להגן על עצמנו ועל משפחותינו כשזה בביתנו הם בידינו. יש לנו את האמצעים וזאת האחריות שלנו להבטיח כי מלבד 

צורך הפרנסה המדויק שנוצר על ידי שעת הדחק החמורה שעוברת עלינו, הבית שלנו נשאר נקי מאינטרנט.

אנו תפילה לרופא כל בשר שיסיר את המחלה הנוראה ואת כל התלאות שהיא יוצרת, ונזכה להחזיר את בתינו למדרגתם 
הגבוהה של קדושה וטהרה.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
from the Lakewood Roshei Yeshiva and 

Mashgiach to the Community

ועת צרה היא ליעקב וממנה יושע

Due to the current situation, many people will need to work from home. This may compel people who were מוסר נפש not to 
have internet in their home until now, to introduce it for the first time. Aside from the basic פסק הלכה for this שעת הדחק, there 
is also a serious חשש that once people have “tasted” the convenience of using internet in the home, it will be hard to 
remove it after the אונס has passed. 

The following guidance is intended to assist in minimizing פרצות which may ח”ו arise from this שעת הדחק:
	• Employers who have the ability to keep work which requires an internet connection outside of homes, are 

encouraged to do so, if they can bear the expense.
	• People who can suspend work without undue financial hardship should do so rather than bring internet 

into their home.
	• People whose parnassah is at risk if they don’t work from home over the internet, may install an internet 

connection in their homes only with the following conditions:
•  The internet connection must be properly filtered with a mehadrin filter. It is the obligation of 
the employer to ensure that devices that he provides to his employees are properly filtered. Ad-
ditionally, all efforts must be made to ensure that work computers being accessed remotely are 
filtered in a manner suited to a home environment. 
•  Wherever possible a whitelist must be employed. Similarly, a whitelisted hotspot (provided by 
Yeshivanet) is preferred to unprotected internet connections. 
The internet connection may only be used by the person in the home who has the parnassah 
necessity (their spouse and children may not use it).
•  The internet connection may only be used for the specific parnassah necessity for which it was 
introduced. 
•  It is proper for both spouses to be מקבל בפה that once the שעת הדחק has passed they will termi-
nate the internet from their home. 
•  Parents must make clear to their children that internet doesn’t belong in their homes, that 
they have it temporarily for limited parnassah usage, and will get rid of it once the necessity 
passes. 

	• There should be no relaxation of technology standards with regard to children. Children should never go 
online for recreation, study or even Torah purposes (e.g. Torah Anytime). This includes video conferencing 
apps such as Zoom.
	• Especially during a time of צרה, it is vital that everyone conduct ongoing חשבון הנפש about their use of 

technology. People must constantly reevaluate their practices and the safeguards that they have in 
place to ensure that they represent the highest Torah values. 

As we prepare to take extreme measures in many areas of lives due to our current situation, it is important to remember 
what is in our hands and what is not.

The need to bring internet into a home may be due to circumstances which are beyond our control; but the pre-
cautions that we take to protect ourselves and our mishpachos when it’s in our home are in our hands. It is within our 
means and it is our responsibility to ensure that aside for the precise tzorech parnassah created by this severe שעת הדחק our 
home remains internet free.

We all daven that the רופא כל בשר should remove the מחלה and all the hardships that it is creating, and we should be זוכה to 
return our homes to the loftiest מדרגות of קדושה וטהרה. 

SHAILA HOTLINE
For technology questions relating to 
the current situation, please call the 
TAG Corona Response Hotline at 

347-9SHAILA

CHIZUK SPEECHES
For speeches please call the regular 

TAG number 732-730-1824  
and select option 1 

brought to you by
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מחמת המצב הקיים אנשים רבים יצטרכו לעבוד מהבית, וזה עשוי להכריח אנשים רבים שמסרו נפשם שלא יהיה להם 
־ יש גם חשש גדול שברגע שא אינטרנט בבית להכניס אותו עכשיו לראשונה. מלבד פסק ההלכה הבסיסי לשעת הדחק,

נשים “יטעמו” את הנוחיות של השימוש באינטרנט בבית, יהיה להם קשה להסיר אותו לאחר שיעבור האונס. ההדרכה 
דלקמן ניתנת בכדי לסייע להקטין את הפרצות שעלולות ח”ו להולד משעת הדחק הנוכחי:

• מעסיקים שיש להם יכולת לקיים את העבודה המחייבת חיבור לאינטרנט מחוץ לבתים, בדאי שיעשו זאת, אם 	
הם יכולים לשאת בהוצאה.

• אנשים שיכולים להשעות את עבודתם ללא קושי כלכלי רציני צריכים לעשות זאת במקום להכניס אינטרנט 	
לבית.

• אנשים, שפרנסתם נמצאת בסיכון אם הם לא עובדים מהבית דרך האינטרנט, רשאים להתקין אינטרנט חיבור 	
בבתיהם תחת התנאים הבאים:

 החיבור לאינטרנט חייב להיות מסונן כראוי עם מסנן “מהדרין”. זוהי חובתו של המעסיק להבטיח 	
שהמכשירים שהוא מספק לעובדיו יהוה מסוננים כראוי. בנוסף, יש לעשות את כל המאמצים להבטיח 
כי מחשבי עבודה אשר ניגשים אליהם מרחוק )Remote Access( יהיו מסוננים באופן המתאים לסביבה 

ביתית.

 בכל מקום אפשרי יש להשתמש ברשימה לבנה )White List(. באופן דומה, יש להעדיף נקודה חמה עם 	
רשימה לבנה )white listed hot spot provided by YeshivaNet( על פני חיבורי אינטרנט לא מוגנים.

 ההיתר להשתמש באינטרנט הוא רק עבור בן הזוג שיש לו את צורך הפרנסה.	

 אין להשתמש בחיבור האינטרנט אלא עבור צורך הפרנסה המסוים שלמענו הוא הוכנס לבית.	

 ראוי ששני בני הזוג יעשו קבלה בפה שכאשר יעבור שעת הדחק הם יוציאו מיד את האינטרנט מהבית 	
שלהם.

 על הורים להבהיר לילדיהם שהאינטרנט לא שייך לבתים שלנו ושיש להם את זה באופן זמני לשימוש 	
מצומצם עבור פרנסה, ושהם יוציאו את זה מביתם ברגע שההכרח יעבור.

• אסור שתהיה שום ירידה בסטנדרטים לגבי ילדים. ילדים לעולם אינם צריכים להשתמש באינטרנט למטרות 	
בילוי, לימודים או אפילו למטרות תורניות )למשל Torah Anytime(. הרחקת ילדים מאינטרנט כוללת אפליקציות 

.)e.g. Zoom( של ועידות וידאו

• במיוחד בתקופת צרה חובה על כל אחד ואחד לעשות חשבון נפש על שימושם בטכנולוגיה . על אנשים לבדוק 	
כל העת מחדש את מנהגיהם ואת אמצעי ההגנה שלהם כדי להבטיח שהם מייצגים את הערכים התורניים הגבוהים 

ביותר.

כשאנחנו נערכים לנקוט צעדים קיצוניים בתחומים רבים בחיינו מחמת מצבנו הנוכחי, חשוב לזכור מה בידינו ומה לא.

הצורך להכניס אינטרנט לבית נובע אולי מנסיבות שאינן בשליטתנו, אבל אמצעי הזהירות שאנחנו נוקטים בהם כדי 
להגן על עצמנו ועל משפחותינו כשזה בביתנו הם בידינו. יש לנו את האמצעים וזאת האחריות שלנו להבטיח כי מלבד 

צורך הפרנסה המדויק שנוצר על ידי שעת הדחק החמורה שעוברת עלינו, הבית שלנו נשאר נקי מאינטרנט.

אנו תפילה לרופא כל בשר שיסיר את המחלה הנוראה ואת כל התלאות שהיא יוצרת, ונזכה להחזיר את בתינו למדרגתם 
הגבוהה של קדושה וטהרה.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
from the Lakewood Roshei Yeshiva and 

Mashgiach to the Community

ועת צרה היא ליעקב וממנה יושע

Due to the current situation, many people will need to work from home. This may compel people who were מוסר נפש not to 
have internet in their home until now, to introduce it for the first time. Aside from the basic פסק הלכה for this שעת הדחק, there 
is also a serious חשש that once people have “tasted” the convenience of using internet in the home, it will be hard to 
remove it after the אונס has passed. 

The following guidance is intended to assist in minimizing פרצות which may ח”ו arise from this שעת הדחק:
	• Employers who have the ability to keep work which requires an internet connection outside of homes, are 

encouraged to do so, if they can bear the expense.
	• People who can suspend work without undue financial hardship should do so rather than bring internet 

into their home.
	• People whose parnassah is at risk if they don’t work from home over the internet, may install an internet 

connection in their homes only with the following conditions:
•  The internet connection must be properly filtered with a mehadrin filter. It is the obligation of 
the employer to ensure that devices that he provides to his employees are properly filtered. Ad-
ditionally, all efforts must be made to ensure that work computers being accessed remotely are 
filtered in a manner suited to a home environment. 
•  Wherever possible a whitelist must be employed. Similarly, a whitelisted hotspot (provided by 
Yeshivanet) is preferred to unprotected internet connections. 
The internet connection may only be used by the person in the home who has the parnassah 
necessity (their spouse and children may not use it).
•  The internet connection may only be used for the specific parnassah necessity for which it was 
introduced. 
•  It is proper for both spouses to be מקבל בפה that once the שעת הדחק has passed they will termi-
nate the internet from their home. 
•  Parents must make clear to their children that internet doesn’t belong in their homes, that 
they have it temporarily for limited parnassah usage, and will get rid of it once the necessity 
passes. 

	• There should be no relaxation of technology standards with regard to children. Children should never go 
online for recreation, study or even Torah purposes (e.g. Torah Anytime). This includes video conferencing 
apps such as Zoom.
	• Especially during a time of צרה, it is vital that everyone conduct ongoing חשבון הנפש about their use of 

technology. People must constantly reevaluate their practices and the safeguards that they have in 
place to ensure that they represent the highest Torah values. 

As we prepare to take extreme measures in many areas of lives due to our current situation, it is important to remember 
what is in our hands and what is not.

The need to bring internet into a home may be due to circumstances which are beyond our control; but the pre-
cautions that we take to protect ourselves and our mishpachos when it’s in our home are in our hands. It is within our 
means and it is our responsibility to ensure that aside for the precise tzorech parnassah created by this severe שעת הדחק our 
home remains internet free.

We all daven that the רופא כל בשר should remove the מחלה and all the hardships that it is creating, and we should be זוכה to 
return our homes to the loftiest מדרגות of קדושה וטהרה. 

SHAILA HOTLINE
For technology questions relating to 
the current situation, please call the 
TAG Corona Response Hotline at 

347-9SHAILA

CHIZUK SPEECHES
For speeches please call the regular 

TAG number 732-730-1824  
and select option 1 
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ing the use of technology. Ads referring customers to social networking sites such as facebook and similar 
sites are being placed in frum publications. We would therefore like to publicize that it is not acceptable for a 
business to refer Jewish customers to a social networking site or employ any logo or other reference to social 
networking sites (e.g. “f” or “like us” etc.). This applies to business owners and publishers of newspapers and 
magazines which are geared to the frum community.
In the זכות of adherence to תורה guidelines for the use of technology may we all be blessed in רוחניות and גשמיות.
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מחמת המצב הקיים אנשים רבים יצטרכו לעבוד מהבית, וזה עשוי להכריח אנשים רבים שמסרו נפשם שלא יהיה להם 
־ יש גם חשש גדול שברגע שא אינטרנט בבית להכניס אותו עכשיו לראשונה. מלבד פסק ההלכה הבסיסי לשעת הדחק,

נשים “יטעמו” את הנוחיות של השימוש באינטרנט בבית, יהיה להם קשה להסיר אותו לאחר שיעבור האונס. ההדרכה 
דלקמן ניתנת בכדי לסייע להקטין את הפרצות שעלולות ח”ו להולד משעת הדחק הנוכחי:

• מעסיקים שיש להם יכולת לקיים את העבודה המחייבת חיבור לאינטרנט מחוץ לבתים, בדאי שיעשו זאת, אם 	
הם יכולים לשאת בהוצאה.

• אנשים שיכולים להשעות את עבודתם ללא קושי כלכלי רציני צריכים לעשות זאת במקום להכניס אינטרנט 	
לבית.

• אנשים, שפרנסתם נמצאת בסיכון אם הם לא עובדים מהבית דרך האינטרנט, רשאים להתקין אינטרנט חיבור 	
בבתיהם תחת התנאים הבאים:

 החיבור לאינטרנט חייב להיות מסונן כראוי עם מסנן “מהדרין”. זוהי חובתו של המעסיק להבטיח 	
שהמכשירים שהוא מספק לעובדיו יהוה מסוננים כראוי. בנוסף, יש לעשות את כל המאמצים להבטיח 
כי מחשבי עבודה אשר ניגשים אליהם מרחוק )Remote Access( יהיו מסוננים באופן המתאים לסביבה 

ביתית.

 בכל מקום אפשרי יש להשתמש ברשימה לבנה )White List(. באופן דומה, יש להעדיף נקודה חמה עם 	
רשימה לבנה )white listed hot spot provided by YeshivaNet( על פני חיבורי אינטרנט לא מוגנים.

 ההיתר להשתמש באינטרנט הוא רק עבור בן הזוג שיש לו את צורך הפרנסה.	

 אין להשתמש בחיבור האינטרנט אלא עבור צורך הפרנסה המסוים שלמענו הוא הוכנס לבית.	

 ראוי ששני בני הזוג יעשו קבלה בפה שכאשר יעבור שעת הדחק הם יוציאו מיד את האינטרנט מהבית 	
שלהם.

 על הורים להבהיר לילדיהם שהאינטרנט לא שייך לבתים שלנו ושיש להם את זה באופן זמני לשימוש 	
מצומצם עבור פרנסה, ושהם יוציאו את זה מביתם ברגע שההכרח יעבור.

• אסור שתהיה שום ירידה בסטנדרטים לגבי ילדים. ילדים לעולם אינם צריכים להשתמש באינטרנט למטרות 	
בילוי, לימודים או אפילו למטרות תורניות )למשל Torah Anytime(. הרחקת ילדים מאינטרנט כוללת אפליקציות 

.)e.g. Zoom( של ועידות וידאו

• במיוחד בתקופת צרה חובה על כל אחד ואחד לעשות חשבון נפש על שימושם בטכנולוגיה . על אנשים לבדוק 	
כל העת מחדש את מנהגיהם ואת אמצעי ההגנה שלהם כדי להבטיח שהם מייצגים את הערכים התורניים הגבוהים 

ביותר.

כשאנחנו נערכים לנקוט צעדים קיצוניים בתחומים רבים בחיינו מחמת מצבנו הנוכחי, חשוב לזכור מה בידינו ומה לא.

הצורך להכניס אינטרנט לבית נובע אולי מנסיבות שאינן בשליטתנו, אבל אמצעי הזהירות שאנחנו נוקטים בהם כדי 
להגן על עצמנו ועל משפחותינו כשזה בביתנו הם בידינו. יש לנו את האמצעים וזאת האחריות שלנו להבטיח כי מלבד 

צורך הפרנסה המדויק שנוצר על ידי שעת הדחק החמורה שעוברת עלינו, הבית שלנו נשאר נקי מאינטרנט.

אנו תפילה לרופא כל בשר שיסיר את המחלה הנוראה ואת כל התלאות שהיא יוצרת, ונזכה להחזיר את בתינו למדרגתם 
הגבוהה של קדושה וטהרה.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
from the Lakewood Roshei Yeshiva and 

Mashgiach to the Community

ועת צרה היא ליעקב וממנה יושע

Due to the current situation, many people will need to work from home. This may compel people who were מוסר נפש not to 
have internet in their home until now, to introduce it for the first time. Aside from the basic פסק הלכה for this שעת הדחק, there 
is also a serious חשש that once people have “tasted” the convenience of using internet in the home, it will be hard to 
remove it after the אונס has passed. 

The following guidance is intended to assist in minimizing פרצות which may ח”ו arise from this שעת הדחק:
	• Employers who have the ability to keep work which requires an internet connection outside of homes, are 

encouraged to do so, if they can bear the expense.
	• People who can suspend work without undue financial hardship should do so rather than bring internet 

into their home.
	• People whose parnassah is at risk if they don’t work from home over the internet, may install an internet 

connection in their homes only with the following conditions:
•  The internet connection must be properly filtered with a mehadrin filter. It is the obligation of 
the employer to ensure that devices that he provides to his employees are properly filtered. Ad-
ditionally, all efforts must be made to ensure that work computers being accessed remotely are 
filtered in a manner suited to a home environment. 
•  Wherever possible a whitelist must be employed. Similarly, a whitelisted hotspot (provided by 
Yeshivanet) is preferred to unprotected internet connections. 
The internet connection may only be used by the person in the home who has the parnassah 
necessity (their spouse and children may not use it).
•  The internet connection may only be used for the specific parnassah necessity for which it was 
introduced. 
•  It is proper for both spouses to be מקבל בפה that once the שעת הדחק has passed they will termi-
nate the internet from their home. 
•  Parents must make clear to their children that internet doesn’t belong in their homes, that 
they have it temporarily for limited parnassah usage, and will get rid of it once the necessity 
passes. 

	• There should be no relaxation of technology standards with regard to children. Children should never go 
online for recreation, study or even Torah purposes (e.g. Torah Anytime). This includes video conferencing 
apps such as Zoom.
	• Especially during a time of צרה, it is vital that everyone conduct ongoing חשבון הנפש about their use of 

technology. People must constantly reevaluate their practices and the safeguards that they have in 
place to ensure that they represent the highest Torah values. 

As we prepare to take extreme measures in many areas of lives due to our current situation, it is important to remember 
what is in our hands and what is not.

The need to bring internet into a home may be due to circumstances which are beyond our control; but the pre-
cautions that we take to protect ourselves and our mishpachos when it’s in our home are in our hands. It is within our 
means and it is our responsibility to ensure that aside for the precise tzorech parnassah created by this severe שעת הדחק our 
home remains internet free.

We all daven that the רופא כל בשר should remove the מחלה and all the hardships that it is creating, and we should be זוכה to 
return our homes to the loftiest מדרגות of קדושה וטהרה. 

SHAILA HOTLINE
For technology questions relating to 
the current situation, please call the 
TAG Corona Response Hotline at 

347-9SHAILA

CHIZUK SPEECHES
For speeches please call the regular 

TAG number 732-730-1824  
and select option 1 
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 שליט"א עירנו גילוי דעת רבותינו מורינו ראשי הישיבות ופוסקי 

' חרדים לדבר הה בני עמינו הקדושאלפי רבבות אסיפה של וגיה ואף הכריזו עליהם בלונכהנה ידוע שחכמינו עשו תקנות בענין הט

ובכלל סוגי האתרים  (filter).פילטער  בלי(Internet) רנט אינטשימוש בואסרו ע"פ הוראת גדולי הרבנים והפוסקים את ה

(websites) ה האסורים שצריךfilter םלסגור ה Social Networking sites כמו facebook .וכדומה 

או  וכדומה  Facebookע"י לציבור החרדים םיש עסקים שמפרסמים מסחראשר פרצה פרצה שמתרבית והולכת לאחרונה נהנה ו

את פרסם חזור ולע"כ באנו בזאת ל .וכן לא יעשה  ,facebookעל קשר ל רישומים שמוריםשכוללים בפרסומת סימנים או 

אינו של של מפעל  (ad) פרסומת ואפי' (advertisers).מפרסמים והן על ה (business owners)עסק הבעלי הן על  דעתינו

המיועדים לציבור  (newspapers or magazines)אין לפרסם בעתונים או כתבי עת  social networkingבו רמז לשיש יהודי 
  שלנו.

 ולשומעים ינעם ותבוא עליהם ברכת כל טוב מאת ה'

It has come to our attention that a serious breach has occurred in the recently accepted guidelines 
regarding the use of technology. Ads referring customers to social networking sites such as facebook 
and similar sites are being placed in frum publications. We would therefore like to publicize that it is 
not acceptable for a business to refer Jewish customers to a social networking site or employ any logo 
or other reference to social networking sites (e.g. “f” or “like us” etc.). This applies to business owners 
and publishers of newspapers and magazines which are geared to the frum community. 

In the זכות of adherence to תורה guidelines for the use of technology may all be blessed in רוחניות and 
 .גשמיות

Line 1 for rav malkiel 

Line other rosh yeshiva and Mashgiach 

Line 3 four poskim R’ forchimer, R katz, R leiberman, R felder 

Line 4 Rabbi Gissinger, Rabbi MB Klein. R’ Simcha Bunim Cohen Skver Dayan 

 

 מפרסמים עושה מצוה

In response to the call of the Roshei Yeshiva and Rabbonim Shlita. 

All the Lakewood Publications 

are leading other Frum publications in barring references to social networks in all advertisement. 

 

It has come to our attention that a serious breach has occurred in the recently accepted guidelines regard-
ing the use of technology. Ads referring customers to social networking sites such as facebook and similar 
sites are being placed in frum publications. We would therefore like to publicize that it is not acceptable for a 
business to refer Jewish customers to a social networking site or employ any logo or other reference to social 
networking sites (e.g. “f” or “like us” etc.). This applies to business owners and publishers of newspapers and 
magazines which are geared to the frum community.
In the זכות of adherence to תורה guidelines for the use of technology may we all be blessed in רוחניות and גשמיות.
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מחמת המצב הקיים אנשים רבים יצטרכו לעבוד מהבית, וזה עשוי להכריח אנשים רבים שמסרו נפשם שלא יהיה להם 
־ יש גם חשש גדול שברגע שא אינטרנט בבית להכניס אותו עכשיו לראשונה. מלבד פסק ההלכה הבסיסי לשעת הדחק,

נשים “יטעמו” את הנוחיות של השימוש באינטרנט בבית, יהיה להם קשה להסיר אותו לאחר שיעבור האונס. ההדרכה 
דלקמן ניתנת בכדי לסייע להקטין את הפרצות שעלולות ח”ו להולד משעת הדחק הנוכחי:

• מעסיקים שיש להם יכולת לקיים את העבודה המחייבת חיבור לאינטרנט מחוץ לבתים, בדאי שיעשו זאת, אם 	
הם יכולים לשאת בהוצאה.

• אנשים שיכולים להשעות את עבודתם ללא קושי כלכלי רציני צריכים לעשות זאת במקום להכניס אינטרנט 	
לבית.

• אנשים, שפרנסתם נמצאת בסיכון אם הם לא עובדים מהבית דרך האינטרנט, רשאים להתקין אינטרנט חיבור 	
בבתיהם תחת התנאים הבאים:

 החיבור לאינטרנט חייב להיות מסונן כראוי עם מסנן “מהדרין”. זוהי חובתו של המעסיק להבטיח 	
שהמכשירים שהוא מספק לעובדיו יהוה מסוננים כראוי. בנוסף, יש לעשות את כל המאמצים להבטיח 
כי מחשבי עבודה אשר ניגשים אליהם מרחוק )Remote Access( יהיו מסוננים באופן המתאים לסביבה 

ביתית.

 בכל מקום אפשרי יש להשתמש ברשימה לבנה )White List(. באופן דומה, יש להעדיף נקודה חמה עם 	
רשימה לבנה )white listed hot spot provided by YeshivaNet( על פני חיבורי אינטרנט לא מוגנים.

 ההיתר להשתמש באינטרנט הוא רק עבור בן הזוג שיש לו את צורך הפרנסה.	

 אין להשתמש בחיבור האינטרנט אלא עבור צורך הפרנסה המסוים שלמענו הוא הוכנס לבית.	

 ראוי ששני בני הזוג יעשו קבלה בפה שכאשר יעבור שעת הדחק הם יוציאו מיד את האינטרנט מהבית 	
שלהם.

 על הורים להבהיר לילדיהם שהאינטרנט לא שייך לבתים שלנו ושיש להם את זה באופן זמני לשימוש 	
מצומצם עבור פרנסה, ושהם יוציאו את זה מביתם ברגע שההכרח יעבור.

• אסור שתהיה שום ירידה בסטנדרטים לגבי ילדים. ילדים לעולם אינם צריכים להשתמש באינטרנט למטרות 	
בילוי, לימודים או אפילו למטרות תורניות )למשל Torah Anytime(. הרחקת ילדים מאינטרנט כוללת אפליקציות 

.)e.g. Zoom( של ועידות וידאו

• במיוחד בתקופת צרה חובה על כל אחד ואחד לעשות חשבון נפש על שימושם בטכנולוגיה . על אנשים לבדוק 	
כל העת מחדש את מנהגיהם ואת אמצעי ההגנה שלהם כדי להבטיח שהם מייצגים את הערכים התורניים הגבוהים 

ביותר.

כשאנחנו נערכים לנקוט צעדים קיצוניים בתחומים רבים בחיינו מחמת מצבנו הנוכחי, חשוב לזכור מה בידינו ומה לא.

הצורך להכניס אינטרנט לבית נובע אולי מנסיבות שאינן בשליטתנו, אבל אמצעי הזהירות שאנחנו נוקטים בהם כדי 
להגן על עצמנו ועל משפחותינו כשזה בביתנו הם בידינו. יש לנו את האמצעים וזאת האחריות שלנו להבטיח כי מלבד 

צורך הפרנסה המדויק שנוצר על ידי שעת הדחק החמורה שעוברת עלינו, הבית שלנו נשאר נקי מאינטרנט.

אנו תפילה לרופא כל בשר שיסיר את המחלה הנוראה ואת כל התלאות שהיא יוצרת, ונזכה להחזיר את בתינו למדרגתם 
הגבוהה של קדושה וטהרה.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
from the Lakewood Roshei Yeshiva and 

Mashgiach to the Community

ועת צרה היא ליעקב וממנה יושע

Due to the current situation, many people will need to work from home. This may compel people who were מוסר נפש not to 
have internet in their home until now, to introduce it for the first time. Aside from the basic פסק הלכה for this שעת הדחק, there 
is also a serious חשש that once people have “tasted” the convenience of using internet in the home, it will be hard to 
remove it after the אונס has passed. 

The following guidance is intended to assist in minimizing פרצות which may ח”ו arise from this שעת הדחק:
	• Employers who have the ability to keep work which requires an internet connection outside of homes, are 

encouraged to do so, if they can bear the expense.
	• People who can suspend work without undue financial hardship should do so rather than bring internet 

into their home.
	• People whose parnassah is at risk if they don’t work from home over the internet, may install an internet 

connection in their homes only with the following conditions:
•  The internet connection must be properly filtered with a mehadrin filter. It is the obligation of 
the employer to ensure that devices that he provides to his employees are properly filtered. Ad-
ditionally, all efforts must be made to ensure that work computers being accessed remotely are 
filtered in a manner suited to a home environment. 
•  Wherever possible a whitelist must be employed. Similarly, a whitelisted hotspot (provided by 
Yeshivanet) is preferred to unprotected internet connections. 
The internet connection may only be used by the person in the home who has the parnassah 
necessity (their spouse and children may not use it).
•  The internet connection may only be used for the specific parnassah necessity for which it was 
introduced. 
•  It is proper for both spouses to be מקבל בפה that once the שעת הדחק has passed they will termi-
nate the internet from their home. 
•  Parents must make clear to their children that internet doesn’t belong in their homes, that 
they have it temporarily for limited parnassah usage, and will get rid of it once the necessity 
passes. 

	• There should be no relaxation of technology standards with regard to children. Children should never go 
online for recreation, study or even Torah purposes (e.g. Torah Anytime). This includes video conferencing 
apps such as Zoom.
	• Especially during a time of צרה, it is vital that everyone conduct ongoing חשבון הנפש about their use of 

technology. People must constantly reevaluate their practices and the safeguards that they have in 
place to ensure that they represent the highest Torah values. 

As we prepare to take extreme measures in many areas of lives due to our current situation, it is important to remember 
what is in our hands and what is not.

The need to bring internet into a home may be due to circumstances which are beyond our control; but the pre-
cautions that we take to protect ourselves and our mishpachos when it’s in our home are in our hands. It is within our 
means and it is our responsibility to ensure that aside for the precise tzorech parnassah created by this severe שעת הדחק our 
home remains internet free.

We all daven that the רופא כל בשר should remove the מחלה and all the hardships that it is creating, and we should be זוכה to 
return our homes to the loftiest מדרגות of קדושה וטהרה. 

SHAILA HOTLINE
For technology questions relating to 
the current situation, please call the 
TAG Corona Response Hotline at 

347-9SHAILA

CHIZUK SPEECHES
For speeches please call the regular 

TAG number 732-730-1824  
and select option 1 

brought to you by

INTERNATIONAL

AWARENESS LETTER PUBLICIZED BY TAG IN LIGHT OF THE CURRENT SITUATION
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The court date was looming and 
the outlook was not promising. 
A young real-estate investor with no experience in 
the field of law would be going to court —against his 
own lawyer. 

Mordy Greenfield* had invested months of time 
and energy working on a huge business deal — the 
purchase of a building in Germany.  Finally, everything 
was set and buyer and seller were ready to close the 
deal.  Mordy gave the command, and the nearly three 
and a half million pounds waiting in his bank account 
were transferred to the seller — or so he thought. 

Unaware of any discrepancies, Mordy was sure that 
the transaction had been carried out as ordered, but, to 
his dismay, the seller insisted that he had not received 
the money.  What neither Mordy nor the seller knew 
was that a hacker had been closely following their 
interchange of emails as the transaction was taking 
form. At the last minute, when the transfer order 
was given, he cleverly intervened and switched the 
digits of the wiring information, routing the funds to 
a different account.  

When Mordy and the seller went back and reviewed 
the transaction details, they were shocked to discover 
the fraud that had transpired. In a flash, Mordy had 
lost millions.

Mordy didn’t know where to turn. Then he realized 
that he had a lawyer, and it had been the lawyer’s 
responsibility to review all details related to the 
transaction before it was finalized. He decided to file 
a claim against his lawyer, demanding that he repay 
the full sum that was lost due to his negligence.  

A date was set for the court case.  It was the talk of 
town:  Who would prevail — the hapless real-estate 
investor or the polished lawyer?

As the court case approached, each side meticulously 
prepared his case.  Finally, the day came and the two 
sides were brought to court.  With brash confidence, 
the lawyer turned to the judge and said, “Why are 
you holding me responsible for letting the email go 
through with the wrong information?  The owner 
himself got the email, too, and he also let it go 
through.  It was a minor discrepancy, very difficult 
to discern, and he made the same mistake as I did.”

Mordy promptly countered:  “Not so. I never saw that 
email.”

The judge said, “Such an important email — you 
surely saw on your smartphone.”

Mordy proudly answered, “I do not have a smartphone.  

I can’t see emails on my phone, as I only 
own a simple flip phone.”  He removed the flip phone 
from his pocket and showed it to the judge, adding, 
“That is precisely why I hired a lawyer to check every 
email — because I don’t have constant access.”

The astonished judge announced the verdict on the 
spot: “The lawyer is responsible for the entire sum, 
to the last pound. Mr. Greenfield cannot be held 
accountable, as he does not own a smartphone to 
see his emails at all times.”

The verdict shook Manchester to the core. It was 
crystal clear that Mordy’s uncompromising shemiras 
hamitzvos had turned out to be his financial 
protection.
*  *  *

Why is it that a businessman dealing in high-level 
real-estate transactions should possess only a basic 
flip phone? 

The truth is that three months earlier, Mordy 
Greenfield did possess a smartphone, just like 
many others in his field. But his wife was growing 
increasingly uncomfortable with it. They were a 
young, growing family looking to raise true bnei 
Torah, and she felt that their children’s growth would 
be threatened by the presence of a smartphone in 
their home. 

For his part, Mordy agreed with her sentiments, but he 
didn’t see that they had a choice, as he felt he needed 
the smartphone for his business. Nevertheless, he 
agreed to speak to the rav and clarify the issue. The 
couple met with their rav, who ruled that since the 
smartphone was necessary for business and was 
properly filtered, Mordy may keep it. The matter was 
settled. 

That night, at supper, Mr. Greenfield received a phone 
call. He pulled out his smartphone to answer it, but 
was startled to see his wife burst into tears. 

“What’s wrong? Didn’t we already settle it with the 
rav?” 

“Yes, we did,” she admitted, “and I know that means 
it’s permitted. But, still, I just don’t see how our 
children will turn out the way we would hope if their 
father has a smartphone.”

Nothing was more important to Mordy than his 
family’s Yiddishkeit. He decided to follow his wife’s 
intuition and swap his smartphone for a basic phone. 

Three months later, that basic phone was his defense.     

 THAT SHOOK MANCHESTER

Manchester, England

Manchester 
Courthouse

A TRUE STORY, AS TOLD TO SMART CHOICES

THE VERDICT
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Unprecedented Tzarah

The world today is going through a tzarah the likes of 
which has never occurred in history. There has never 
been a plague that affected every corner of the world 
simultaneously. This has brought about an equally 
unprecedented situation: In the past, whenever there 
was any sort of churban in Klal Yisrael, chadarim and 
yeshivas in one place would have to close down, but 
those in other places would remain open. This is the 
first time that every makom Torah in Klal Yisrael — all 
chadarim and yeshivos across the entire world — have 
been forced to close their doors. 

Everything that happens is midah k’neged midah, and it 
is obvious that this unprecedented tzarah is the result 
of chata’im committed on an unprecedented level. A 
hundred years ago, if a person sinned, the act affected 
only his immediate locality. If someone spoke lashon 
hara, it was nearly impossible for more than a hundred 
people to hear it. But today, a person can post a bit of 
lashon hara on the Internet and it travels instantly across 
the globe. One can show something inappropriate, 
a breach in tznius, on one end of the world, and the 
image can be seen at the other end of the world. 

The nature of the punishment reflects the nature of the 
cheit. 

Technology — Nisayon of 
Our Generation

It is pashut that this tzarah is the result of the catastrophe 
of the Internet, which began with the goyim and has 
crept steadily into our midst. All the gedolim of the 
present and the recent past have identified technology 
as the nisayon hador, the challenge of our generation. 

This is the last battle we have to wage before the coming 
of Mashiach.

True, there are heterim for Internet use, such as for 
parnassah. But the yetzer hara has manipulated that 
heter, enabling Internet to invade the houses of Klal 
Yisrael, through the invention of the smartphone. 
Instead of limited use of Internet at work, the “need” 
evolved to be connected to the Internet 24 hours a 
day. No longer is it enough to have Internet on one’s 
computer in the office; now people feel they need to 
see every email as it comes in. WhatsApp groups and 
social media have become necessities. The yetzer hara 
convinces us that once we have a smartphone, it would 
be very convenient to also get some apps that are not 
related to parnassah.

The heter to use Internet for parnassah has created a 
very grey area. It demands that we ask ourselves some 
frank questions: How much use does the heter really 
allow? Does it mean I can have Internet access constantly? 
And does it justify my having every app available? The 
answer is clear: The smartphone is something that you 
don’t need and it causes a churban norah to every bayis 
that has it. 

Old to Young, Young to Old

Perhaps Internet access may not be so damaging 
for some of the older people, who use it strictly for 
parnassah, banking, etc. But for the younger generation, 
it is immeasurably destructive. So, we could say, the 
older people, though not strongly affected, are carriers, 
leading the younger people to be “infected” by the 
Internet, and for those younger people it is a terrible 
churban. So, midah k’neged midah, Hashem sent a virus 
that doesn’t seriously affect most of the younger people, 
but they act as carriers bringing the disease to the older 
people, for whom it is a frightening sakanah. 

It is a clear message from Hashem. Anyone who thinks 
about it will realize that it is so. We have to do teshuvah, 
of course. But what is the teshuvah that we must do? 
First and foremost, we must get rid of this nisayon. 

May Hashem help rid us of this terrible plague, so that 
we can once again learn, daven, and do mitzvos in good 
health, for a long life.        

Divrei Hisorerus from 
R’ Elya Ber Wachtfogel Shlit”a
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva Gedolah Zichron Moshe, South Fallsburg, NY

The Message of 

CORONAVIRUS
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It all began when a group of graphic designers found 
themselves in a serious predicament. On the one hand 
they wanted to follow the guidelines set forth by their 
Rabbanim and use only a very strict filter, but on the 
other hand, the nature of their work as graphic artists 
made pictures an indispensable part of their work. 

All sites for sourcing images were blocked by their filters, 
and if they requested the sites to be opened, they were 
completely accessible, including pictures they would 
rather not see. These graphic designers got together 
and saw solving this problem as their mission. 

This led to the creation of NetFree. They hired non-
Jewish workers to filter all pictures in real time.  Every 
time you open a site on NetFree, these workers look over 
every image and only allow permissible ones, while all 
others remain blocked and unavailable.

This technique picked up really fast, and something 
that was originally created for a small group of 20-30 
people, started spreading until it was established as an 
organized operation with employees who work around 
the clock. Today, NetFree has tens of thousands of users 
in Israel and thousands more around the world, including 
in the USA!

How it works

NetFree is different in that it is not just a filter, but in 
fact, an extensive white list. This means that access to 
the internet itself, with its billions of websites, is initially 
blocked. They are constantly unblocking sites as they are 
requested by their users. These are added to the white 
list, for the benefit of all users. By now they already have 
more than a quarter million sites open, with more sites 
added constantly as they are requested. 

When NetFree comes across a site that is useful but 
inappropriate for any reason, the professionals and 
technicians at NetFree will make sure to open it in a 
way that’s acceptable for all users. If they are not able to 
make it kosher, it remains locked and gets added onto a 
‘blacklist’. Unlike other filters, where a user who needs 
a questionable site gets an exception and it is opened 
for that user (obviously every community has their rules 
and procedures how that’s done), with NetFree there is 
no such thing.

On occasion, a client’s request to open a site needs to be 
declined if there is no way to make it kosher. In that case, 
NetFree tries to help with alternative options.

With this approach, every single site gets thoroughly 
combed through. This ensures that no uncalled-for 
content slips through the cracks.

How does NetFree filter pictures?

As mentioned above, NetFree is revolutionary with 
its innovation to filter pictures in real-time by actual 
humans. Every time a user opens a page, all pictures on 
that website are automatically sent to a live staff of non-
Jewish workers - who were trained to quickly identify 
which pictures are okay and which are objectionable 
- and they go through every picture. They then either 
block or open the picture. The user can actually see for 
himself how some pictures open and others get blocked 
if there is a problem. All this takes just seconds! Once a 
picture is approved it remains open for all other NetFree 
users who might come across it.

Every picture that is approved remains open for all users. 
For example, if someone before you searched for this 
model vacuum cleaner on Amazon, you will see the 
picture immediately. If, however, you want to check out 
a unique product that no one looked at before - it will 
take a second or two before the picture loads.

Text Filtering by NetFree

Another important function that NetFree provides is 
text filtering. Every website that is opened quickly goes 
through a special “search” by a sophisticated robot that 
scans the entire text of said website, and if it finds any 
text or words that are problematic for a frum Yid, it 
simply blocks out the offensive text. If the robot sees too 
many words that need to be erased the entire page will 
be blocked.

Different Levels on Whitelist

As mentioned previously, NetFree essentially works 
like a massive whitelist and they keep on opening sites 
as they are requested by users. Once a site is approved 
and opened, it is automatically available for all users.

Every user who joins NetFree has the option to choose to 
limit themselves to different levels of access according to 
their needs. You can either have access to all sites that are 
opened by NetFree, or you can limit yourself to a select 
few categories that you want open, and keep everything 
else locked. You can also set it up to have “email only”.

At this point the filter only works on computers. In the 
near future, a version for android devices will be made 
available as well.

This filter is available at TAG.  For more information, 
about the NetFree filter you can reach NetFree via phone 
718-400-8838 or email info@netfree.link.       A 398 CLIFTON AVE. - # 200 (on top of Bagel Nosh)

& WESTGATE (Womens Office) P 732-503-9699

A Higher Standard Internet Filter Now Available in USA

Introducing: NetFree

Now in Lakewood! 
the NetFree option in both locations: 
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 SYSTEM INSTRUCTIONS
 Press * any time to Return to the previous Menu

 Press 2 to Pause & Resume

 During pause mode: press 5 to hear the current location of speech, 

and its total duration

 Press 8 to save a Bookmark & 0 to retrieve it when you call back

 During a speech: Press 1 or 3 to Rewind or Fast Forward 15 Seconds, 4 

or 6 to Rewind or FF 1 minute, 7 or 9 to Rewind or FF 5 minutes

4 - 1  ENGLISH SONGS:
Mi Lashem Eilai ...........................................................1
The Storm of Technology .....................................2
Chomosayich .............................................................. 3
The Jewish Mother ..................................................4
My Message from Citifield ...................................5
R’ Ephraim Wachsman’s song .............................6
Yiddish songs ...................................................10 - 15

4 - 2  STORIES FOR MEN

4 - 3  STORIES FOR WOMEN

5 - 1  HOTLINE UPDATES

ENGLISH  |   YIDDISH   |   HEBREW

1 - 1  SPEECHES BY  
 RABBONIM AND MECHANCHIM:
R’ YOSEF ELEFANT What are we Feeding Ourselves and our Children’s Minds........1

R’ YISSOCHOR FRAND Who is Your Master, You or Your Phone? .................................2

R’ MORDECHAI KIRSHENBAUM  
Please be aware! Understanding our children’s digital challenges ..................................3

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON 
The Wild Last Dance Before the Coming of Moshiach........................................................... 4

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN Major Address at the Citi Field Asifa ...................................5

R’ YOSEF VIENER Family Security - Protection from The Silent Killer .........................6

R’ ELYA BRUDNY Focusing on the Future of Klal Yisroel .................................................... 7

R’ GERSHON MILLER A Heartfelt Cry to Today’s Parents & Mechanchim .................8

R’ YAAKOV MOSHE HILLEL A Challenge Like Never Before ..........................................9

R’ CHAIM AHARON WEINBERG Are your Children Playing with Fire? ..................10

R’ DAVID OZERI What is Happening to our Children? ...........................................................11

R’ AVROHOM SCHORR A Fire is Burning; What are We Doing About It? .................12

R’ SHMUEL DISHON We Have the Power to Stand Strong ..............................................13

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON Common Sense Standards..................................................14

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN  
Our Power and Responsibility in Today’s Generation ...........................................................15

R’ EPHRAIM GLASSMAN Clear Guidance with Tech. Chinuch Issues ........................16

R’ SADYA GRAMA Our Final Test ................................................................................................. 17

R’ EPHRAIM SHAPIRO Fixing the Root of the Problem ...................................................18

R’ DOVID GOLDWASSER The Addicted Soul .......................................................................19

R’ AHARON LOPIANSKY The Many Ways Technology Affects our Lives ..............20

R’ PINCHOS JUNG Combatting the Challenge with Simcha ............................................21

R’ DOVID HEBER Standing Strong in the Face of Peer Pressure ..................................  22

R’ SADYA GRAMA Winning the Battle from Stage One, on Texting ............................ 23

R’ YITZCHOK SOROTZKIN Staying in Control of our Minds ........................................24

R’ YOSEF ELEFANT The Attack on our Minds and Hearts 25

R’ YITZCHOK BERKOWITZ A Test from Hashem ............................................................. 26

R’ ELI MANSOUR  
Controlling our Words and Actions - on the Keyboard and Beyond .............................. 27

R’ YITZCHOK SOROTZKIN Watch Your Eyes .....................................................................28

R’ ELYA BRUDNY Convenience: Is it Worth the Price? ........................................................ 29

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN We Can, We Must, and We Will  ..........................................30

R’ YAAKOV BENDER  
How to Keep our Children Safe & Secure in the Digital World  ..........................................31

R’ AHARON LOPIANSKY The Constant Struggle: Letting the Mind Win  ............... 32

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON  
How to Instill a Sense of Kedusha in Ourselves and Our Children  ................................. 33

R’ OSHER CHAIM LIEBERMAN   
Save Yourself & Your Family from the World Wide Web  ....................................................34

R’ PAYSACH KROHN Quality Family Connections .........................................................  35

R’ SIMCHA KLEIN The Underlying Pull of Technology ................................................... 36

R’ UREN REICH A World of Distractions  ................................................................................37

EXCERPTS FROM 10 GEDOLIM 
Keeping our Homes Clean from the World Wide Web ......................................................38

R’ URI DEUTSCH Understanding Today’s Kedusha Challenges .................................. 39

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON  
Far-Reaching Vision of our Gedolim Regarding Technology.........................................40

1 - 2  SPEECHES BY  
 THOSE IN THE TECHNOLOGY FIELD:
R’ NECHEMIAH GOTTLIEB, director of tag

The Evolving Digital Challenge ..........................................................................................................1

R’ MOSHE DREW, director of tag
The Parents’ Role in the Technology Generation ......................................................................2

R’ AVROHOM STEINBERGER, of shalheves
The Catch Within Technology ...........................................................................................................3

DR. DAVID PELCOVITZ, acclaimed psychologist
A Look at the Statistics ........................................................................................................................4

R’ YISRAEL ELIEZER KAUFMAN, of ‘talk ‘n tech’ (interview)
The Advantages of a Kosher Phone ................................................................................................5

R’ SIMCHA KLEIN How to Minimize the Smartphone Pull ...............................................6

R’ DR. ZEV BROWN Understanding our Children’s Struggles ....................................... 7

DR. GAVRIEL FAGIN Technology and Mental Health........................................................8

Inspiration. Information. Awareness.

Over 150 English Speeches!
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R’ DOVID HEBER Standing Strong in the Face of Peer Pressure ..................................  22

R’ SADYA GRAMA Winning the Battle from Stage One, on Texting ............................ 23

R’ YITZCHOK SOROTZKIN Staying in Control of our Minds ........................................24

R’ YOSEF ELEFANT The Attack on our Minds and Hearts 25

R’ YITZCHOK BERKOWITZ A Test from Hashem ............................................................. 26

R’ ELI MANSOUR  
Controlling our Words and Actions - on the Keyboard and Beyond .............................. 27

R’ YITZCHOK SOROTZKIN Watch Your Eyes .....................................................................28

R’ ELYA BRUDNY Convenience: Is it Worth the Price? ........................................................ 29

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN We Can, We Must, and We Will  ..........................................30

R’ YAAKOV BENDER  
How to Keep our Children Safe & Secure in the Digital World  ..........................................31

R’ AHARON LOPIANSKY The Constant Struggle: Letting the Mind Win  ............... 32

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON  
How to Instill a Sense of Kedusha in Ourselves and Our Children  ................................. 33

R’ OSHER CHAIM LIEBERMAN   
Save Yourself & Your Family from the World Wide Web  ....................................................34

R’ PAYSACH KROHN Quality Family Connections .........................................................  35

R’ SIMCHA KLEIN The Underlying Pull of Technology ................................................... 36

R’ UREN REICH A World of Distractions  ................................................................................37

EXCERPTS FROM 10 GEDOLIM 
Keeping our Homes Clean from the World Wide Web ......................................................38

R’ URI DEUTSCH Understanding Today’s Kedusha Challenges .................................. 39

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON  
Far-Reaching Vision of our Gedolim Regarding Technology.........................................40

1 - 2  SPEECHES BY  
 THOSE IN THE TECHNOLOGY FIELD:
R’ NECHEMIAH GOTTLIEB, director of tag

The Evolving Digital Challenge ..........................................................................................................1

R’ MOSHE DREW, director of tag
The Parents’ Role in the Technology Generation ......................................................................2

R’ AVROHOM STEINBERGER, of shalheves
The Catch Within Technology ...........................................................................................................3

DR. DAVID PELCOVITZ, acclaimed psychologist
A Look at the Statistics ........................................................................................................................4

R’ YISRAEL ELIEZER KAUFMAN, of ‘talk ‘n tech’ (interview)
The Advantages of a Kosher Phone ................................................................................................5

R’ SIMCHA KLEIN How to Minimize the Smartphone Pull ...............................................6

R’ DR. ZEV BROWN Understanding our Children’s Struggles ....................................... 7

DR. GAVRIEL FAGIN Technology and Mental Health........................................................8
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1 - 3  FULL CITI FIELD ASIFA:
R’ Menashe Frankel (emcee) ........................................................1
R’ Ephraim Glassman & R’ Elya Brudny (English) ..................... 2
R’ Ephraim Wachsman - Part 1 ....................................................3
Pschevorsker Rebbe .......................................................................4
Dziboer Rov .........................................................................................5
R’ Ephraim Wachsman - Part 2 (English) ...............................6
Skulener Rebbe ................................................................................. 7
R’ Shmuel Wosner ............................................................................8
R’ Don Segal ........................................................................................9
R’ Matisyohu Salomon (English) ..............................................10
Tefilas haShl”a & singing ..............................................................11

1 - 5  PROJECT FOCUS ASIFA IN CHICAGO:
R’ Elya Brudny .....................................................................................1
Dr. David Pelcovitz ...........................................................................2
R’ Zev Cohen .......................................................................................3
R’ Ephraim Wachsman ...................................................................4

Women
2 - 1  SPEECHES FOR WOMEN:

R’ Matisyohu Salomon (Lakewood)...........................................1
R’ Shmuel Kamenetsky (Lakewood) ........................................2
R’ Elya Brudny (Lakewood) ..........................................................3
R’ Ephraim Wachsman (Lakewood)..........................................4
R’ Malkiel Kotler (Lakewood) ......................................................5
R’ Ephraim Shapiro (Seminary girls) .........................................6
R’ Yaakov Sipper ................................................................................ 7
R’ Yitzchok Sorotzkin (Lakewood) ............................................8
R’ Ahron Dovid Dunner (Hachomah program) .....................9
R’ Kolman Krohn (Lakewood) ....................................................10
R Nechemiah Gottlieb (Lakewood) .........................................11
R’ Nechemia Gottleib (Kollel wives) ....................................... 12
R Matisyohu Salomon (Lakewood) ....................................... .13
R’ Shloime Yitzchok Bixenspaner ...........................................14
Reb. Rina Tarshish (Lakewood 2016) ..................................... 15
Reb. Rina Tarshish (Lakewod 2017) ........................................16
Reb. Rina Tarshish (Seminary girls) ........................................ 17
Mrs. Penina Rosenberg (Lakewood) ......................................18
Mrs. Sara Ziskind (Lakewood) ...................................................19

2 - 2  THE HACHOMA PROGRAM .......................1

2 - 3
 FIRST LADIES’ INTERNET ASIFA IN 
LAKEWOOD, 2006:

R’ Malkiel Kotler .................................................................................1
R’ Shmuel Kaminetsky ...................................................................2
R’ Matisyohu Salomon ...................................................................3

2 - 4  TAG LAKEWOOD ASIFA 2014:
R’ Malkiel Kotler .................................................................................1
R’ Moshe Drew ...................................................................................2
R’ Elya Brudny ....................................................................................3
R’ Matisyohu Salomon ...................................................................4
R Nechemiah Gottlieb ....................................................................5

2 - 5  TAG BROOKLYN ASIFA 2014:
R’ Ephraim Glassman (emcee) ............................................1/3/5
R’ Elya Brudny ....................................................................................2
R’ Nechemia Gottlieb ......................................................................4

2 - 6  ERETZ YISRAEL ASIFA 2016:
R’ Meir Tzvi Spitzer ............................................................................1
R’ Yehoshua Eichenstein ...............................................................2
Mrs. Yocheved Mitnick ...................................................................3
R’ Yaakov Hillel ..................................................................................4
Reb. Rena Tarshish ...........................................................................5
R’ Ephraim Shapiro...........................................................................6
Reb. Kolidetsky (Hebrew) .............................................................. 7

2 - 7  BMG WOMENS ASIFA 2016:
R’ Matisyohu Salomon ....................................................................1
R’ Yitzchok Sorotzkin .....................................................................2
Reb. Rena Tarshish ...........................................................................3
R’ Ephraim Wachsman ...................................................................4

2 - 8  FOLLOW UP LKWD WOMENS ASIFA:
Mrs. Penina Rosenberg (emcee) ................................... 1/3/5/7
R’ Malkiel Kotler ................................................................................2
R’ Ephraim Shapiro...........................................................................4
Mrs. Sara Ziskind (Personal story) ............................................6

2 - 9  BMG WOMENS ASIFA 2017:
R’ Matisyohu Salomon ....................................................................1
R’ Kolman Krohn Zt”l.......................................................................2
Reb. Rena Tarshish ...........................................................................3

2-10  ASIFA FOR SEMINARY GIRLS 2017:
Reb. Birnbaum .....................................................................................1
Reb. Rena Tarshish ...........................................................................2
Reb. Kolidetsky (Hebrew) ..............................................................3
R’ Yehoshua Eichenstein ...............................................................4
Letter from the Gedolim ...............................................................5

2-11  ASIFA FOR SEMINARY GIRLS 2018:
Mrs. Yocheved Mitnick (emcee) ............................................. 1/3
R’ Yehoshua Eichenstein ...............................................................2
Reb. Rena Tarshish ...........................................................................4
R’ Ephraim Shapiro...........................................................................5
The Kabbalah, Reb. Tarshish .......................................................6

2-12  ASIFA FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS IN 
BROOKLYN 2016:

Mrs. Sutton ...........................................................................................1
Reb. Rena Tarshish ...........................................................................2
R’ Yissochor Frand ...........................................................................3

2-13  ASIFA FOR HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS IN 
BROOKLYN 2017:

Reb. Rena Tarshish ............................................................................1
R’ Ephraim Shapiro...........................................................................2

Bnei Torah
3 - 1  SPEECHES FOR BNEI TORAH:

R’ AVROHOM AUSBAND 
Do we have Time to Think?  ....................................................1

R’ YEHUDA BAKST 
The Greatest Cause of Bitul Torah - Cell Phones .........2

R’ AHARON SCHECHTER 
Hashkafa for Bnei Torah on Smartphones......................3

R’ YITZCHOK SOROTZKIN 
The Yetzer Hara of Internet ...................................................4

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN 
The Responsibility of Mechanchim and Bnei Torah ....5

R’ SHRAGA FEIVEL ZIMMERMAN 
A Ben Yeshiva’s Hashkofa on Technology.......................6

R’ ZEV SMITH 
The ‘Good’ of Overcoming Nisyonos of Kedusha ......... 7

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN 
Opportunities for Gadlus within Today’s Challenges ....8

R’ ASHER ARIELI (YIDDISH) 
The Greatness of Overcoming Today's Challenges.....9

R’ MORDECHAI ROSENBAUM (Yiddish) 
The Bnei Torah - the Yetzer Hara’s Real Target ..........10

R’ ALEXANDER MANDELBAUM 
The Halacha and Hashkofa of Technology Use.......11-15

R’ DON SEGAL  
Asifa for American Bnei Torah in E”Y 2019 .............16

R’ SHMUEL BARON 
Asifa for American Bnei Torah in E”Y 2019 ................ 17

R’ ELYA CHAIM SWERDLOFF 
1) The Door to Outside Influences  
2) Responsibility of Mechanchim ...................................18

R’ MALKIEL KOTLER  
BMG Mens Asifa 2019 .........................................................19

R’ EPHRAIM WACHSMAN  
BMG Mens Asifa 2019 ........................................................20

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON 
Understanding our Talmidim’s Challenges (2006)....21

3 - 2  BMG MENS ASIFA 2016:
R’ Malkiel Kotler .................................................................................1
R’ Matisyohu Salomon ...................................................................2
R’ Ephraim Wachsman ...................................................................3
R’ Yehoshua Abba Busel ................................................................4

3 - 3  BMG MENS ASIFA 2017:
R’ Elya Brudny .....................................................................................1
R’ Malkiel Kotler ................................................................................2
R’ Matisyohu Salomon ...................................................................3
R’ Reuven Halpern ............................................................................4

3 - 4  ASIFA FOR AMERICANS IN E”Y 2012:
Emcee ................................................................................................ 1/5
R’ Yosef Elefant .................................................................................2
R’ Yitzchok Berkowitz ....................................................................3
R’ Yaakov Hillel ..................................................................................4

3 - 5  KIYMU V’KIBLU ASIFA -  
AMERICANS IN E”Y 2016:

R’ Yehoshua Eichenstein ................................................................1
R’ Yosef Elefant .................................................................................2
R’ Asher Arieli (Yiddish)..................................................................3
R’ Moshe Hillel Hirsch .....................................................................4
R’ Yitzchok Sorotzkin .....................................................................5
Letter & R’ Binyomin Finkel (Yiddish) ......................................6

3 - 6  KIYMU V’KIBLU ASIFA -  
AMERICANS IN E”Y 2018:

R’ Yosef Elefant ..................................................................................1
R’ Don Segal ........................................................................................2
R’ Moshe Hillel Hirsch .....................................................................3
R’ Boruch Shapiro .............................................................................4
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R’ Chaim Mordechai Ausband .....................................................6

3-10  ASIFAS CHIZUK & HASHKOFAH FOR  
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R’ Henoch Shachar .........................................................................1
R’ Malkiel Kotler.............................................................................2
R’ Uri Deutsch .................................................................................3
R’ Chaim Meir Roth .......................................................................4
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GENERAL:

R’ ELYA SVEI, 1999 The Danger of Internet ......................1

R’ MATISYOHU SALOMON 
Parental and School Protection ..........................................2
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Know What Your Children are Doing .................................3

R’ ELYA BRUDNY 
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R’ YEHOSHUA EICHENSTEIN 
The Real Challenge ...................................................................5
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(from the Hachoma program) ......................................................1

4 - 6  EXCERPTS ABOUT PHONES  
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R’ Meir Stern .........................................................................................1
R’ Dovid Schustal ..............................................................................2
R’ Aharon Schechter........................................................................3
R’ Elya Brudny ....................................................................................4
R’ Yosef Elefant .................................................................................5
R’ Daniel Asher Kleinman (Halacha shiur) .............................6
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42 Businessmen without Smartphones .................................1
Program Message ............................................................................2
Parnassah Song.................................................................................3
R’ Moshe Drew, Smartphones & Texting ...............................4
R’ Pinchos Jung, Kosher Communication ..............................5
The Storm Song ................................................................................6
R’ Mordechai Schwartz (TAG Monsey) Interview .................... 7
R’ Berel Tauber ..................................................................................8
Hazon Song .........................................................................................9
Short Messages from Rabbonim .............................................10

6  INFORMATION 
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Resources.............................................................................................2
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Stores  that sell kosher phones .................................................4
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 מי כעמך ישראל!

Even during time of crisis, כלל ישראל yearns to grow! 

Since the outbreak of the Corona Pandemic, many gedolim and roshei yeshiva have voiced their Daas 
Torah regarding the message of these challenging times. During this period, over 2,000 listeners have 
called the Smart Choices Hotline daily in search of guidance and inspiration! 

The following is a list of new speeches on Corona to date: 

From the main menu, press 1 – 1, then choose the speech number  

R’ Avrohom Schorr Shlit”a (E)..........41  

R’ Elya Ber Wachtfogel Shlit”a (Y/E)....42/43 

R’ Moshe Hillel Hirsch Shlit”a (E)......44  

R’ Asher Arieli Shlit”a (Y)...............45  

R’ Aharon Feldman Shlit”a (E)..........55  

R’ Meir Yechiel Miller Shlit”a R”Y Ocean 
(E)......49  

For Women:  

From the main menu, press 2 – 1, then choose 
the speech number  

Reb. Koledetzky (H)..............20  

R’ Yaakov Hillel Shlit”a (E).............22  

Reb. Rena Tarshish (E)...........26  

 
R’ Shimon Galei Shlit”a (Y)..............46  
R’ Arye Berenstein Shlit”a R”Y Yagdel 
(Y)..........47  
R’ Yehoshua Eichenstein Shlit”a 
(E)...........48  
R’ Yisroel Neuman Shlit”a (Y).........50  
R’ Dovid Cohen Shlit”a, R”Y Chevron 
(Y)................51  
R’ Ephraim Wachsman Shlit”a (E)....52  
R’ Malkiel Kotler Shlit”a (E)............53 

R’ Shmuel Kaminetsky Shlit”a...........54  
R’ Berel Povarsy Shlit”a (Y)............56  
R’ Elimelech 
Biederman Shlit”a 
(Y)...57  
R’ Simcha Bunim Cohen Shlit”a (E)..58  
R’ Yisroel Reisman Shlit”a, Rav, Chateau 
(E)....59  
R’ Avrohom Helberg Shlit”a (E)........60  

R’ Nochum Binder Shlit”a, Rav, 
Hampshire Heights (E)...61 
 
For Women 
R’ Yehoshua Eichenstein 
Shlit”a............21  
R’ Yitzchok Zilberstein Shlit”a (H)...23  
R’ Shimon Galei Shlit”a (H).............24  
R’ Asher Arieli Shlit”a (Y)...............25  
Reb. C. Koenig (E)...............27 

 
 
 

Additional speeches and shiurei Halacha regarding preparation for Pesach and other relevant topics are 
available on the following hotlines:

Chazak: 718-258-2008  
Chayeinu: 732-301-4043  
Inspire by Wire (for women): 732-
806-8139  

Bnei Torah Shiurim: 732-363-6713  
Kol Haloshon: 718-906-6400  
Bitachon Hotline:  732-719-3898 

Wonder Words (for Children):  212-
444-1119 
Torah Any Time: 718-298-2077 
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